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Editorial 
ONE or two questions raised by the writer of “ Letters on our Affairs” this month are of 
some urgency. The first, the physical condition of books, is one that is long over-due for 
full discussion with a view to complete revision of our method. The increased book fund of 
post-war years, and the unexpected success of the twopenny library, have brought us to the 
point when we should concentrate upon beautiful and clean editions of good books, and 
encourage the public to use them. “ Euripides ” is quite right in his contention that there is 
too much dependence upon the outcasts of the circulating library for replenishing the stocks 
of public lending libraries. We say this gravely and advisedly. Many librarians depend 
almost entirely upon the off-scourings of commercial libraries for their fiction. The result, 
of course, is contempt of that stock from all readers who are not without knowledge of books. 
It is the business of the public library now to scrap all books that are stained, unpleasant to 
the sight, in bad print, and otherwise unattractive. Of old, it was necessary for us to work 
hard, and by careful conservation of sometimes quite dirty books, in order to get enough 
books to serve our readers. To-day this is no longer the case, except in quite backward areas. 
The average well-supported public library—and there are many now in that category— 
should aim at a reduction of stock to proportions which are really useful, which are good and 
which are ultimately attractive if not beautiful. The time has arrived when a dirty book, or 
a pooriy printed book, or a book which has no artistic appeal, should be regarded as a reproach 
to the library preserving it. 
* 


* * * * * 


Library publicity receives a real contribution in the article by Mr. W. S. Haugh, which 
we publish this month. For the first time, although the matter has been frequently mentioned 
in these pages, a writer gives the psychological principles which should control the work of 
writing advertisements. It is patent to most of us that many of the methods used to exploit 
library stocks are unsuitable for the end in view ; they do not take into account the suscepti- 
bility of bookish people. They imagine that the crude attraction offered by the cinema and 
by similar agencies will serve the sacred cause of literature. They do nothing of the sort. 
There will be differences of opinion, no doubt, as to the principles enunciated by Mr. Haugh, 
but they serve as a most valuable basis of discussion. 

* * * * * * 


The well-meant suggestion made in a contemporary that a Roman Catholic guild of 
librarians should be formed, suggests a situation or at anyrate a possibility against which 
every wise librarian will be on his guard. There are admirable Roman Catholic, there are 
admirable agnostic, librarians, and-there are many of intermediate creeds ; but none of them, 
surely, depends for his quality as librarian upon the creed that he professes, although we know 
that some adherents and especially some converts believe their faith so worth while that they 
are likely to follow its influence in such impersonal things as book selection, the choice of 
Staff, and the way in which privileges are distributed. We know a case, for e le, where a 
good candidate for an appointment was refused it by a committee because he itted that 
he was a Roman Catholic. The odinm theologicum is a thing at all costs to be avoided in an 
institution which is democratic, and serves all men. A guild of C. of E. or Wesleyan or 
Ethical or Atheist librarians would be equally objectionable, and our criticism has no connection 
with Catholicism. * * * * * * 

The Third Annual Report of the Regional Library Bureau of the West Midlands shows 
that Birmingham continues its benevolent work of lending books to the whole of the towns 
and counties within its area. Altogether 3,410 volumes exchanged hands in the system, and 
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Birmingham lent no less than 2,776, and Birmingham University lent 124. In addition 407 
volumes were lent through the National Central Library, and 63 through other agencies. 

The five counties in the system borrowed 946 volumes. The largest town borrowers 
were Coventry, 165, and the second Shrewsbury, 162. 

The system consists of 45 town libraries and 40 county libraries, and during the existence 
of the Bureau 10,126 loans of books have been effected. 

The Union Catalogue now numbers 88,615 entries, but is as yet far from complete, and 
it is rather discouraging to learn that out of 50 libraries only 30 have sent in lists of additions. 
It would appear that many libraries in the Birmingham area are willing to receive benefits 
but not to co-operate as fully as they might be expected to do. 

The current expenses of the scheme for the year have been £375. 


* * * * * * 


We expeé to give some notes on the conference subjects in our next number. The 
es as may be gathered from our contributor’s note on another page, is a full one, 
ut we cannot help thinking that sessions devoted to the detail of children’s work are not 
advisable in London. It is a strategic chance given to the Library Association, and it is to be 
seen if it has been seized. Perhaps the high spot in the programme is the discussion Mr. Jast 
is to open on “ Book Selection and the Public.” Mr. Jast has definite ideas as to the need to 
supply and exploit good books, and he has forcible ways of expressing them. Piquancy 
should come from the faé that those who continue the discussion are young librarians who also 

have views of their own. 

aa * * * * * 

The long held theory that American librarians receive salaries commensurate with their 
work, or at any rate much better than British librarians receive, will receive a rude shock it 
those who hold it read carefully the April, 1934, number of the Bulletin of the American Library 
Association. Of course, salaries have been cut considerably since 1929 and depression sti 
rules at great depth in America, but we become pensive when we find that praétically the 
highest salaries paid in the greatest cities is a little more than {2,000, and that towns with 
populations exceeding 200,000 are known to pay as little as £360 for their chief librarians ; 
in towns up to 199,000 population the highest salary appears to be £1,200, and the lowest 
£400; in populations up to 70,000 the highest is {950 and the lowest £300, while in popula- 
tions up to 20,000 the highest is {500 and the lowest just over {200. How well the staff 
would come off can be judged from these figures. There is no doubt whatever that, con- 
sidering the qualifications required, librarianship is the worst paid profession that exists, and 
that most librarians, persuaded to enter the work in their youth because they did not under- 
stand the ultimate value of money and thought the work itself most attractive, are being 
exploited by dishonest communities. 

It is surely regrettable that almost the worst paid staff is a British one, that of the rich 
city of Vancouver, B.C., which because of its nearness to the States has been included in 


this return. * * * * * . 


Bournemouth is a known training ground of librarians but apparently was unable to 
attraé the return, as chief librarian, of one of the well-known men whom it has sent forth. 
Perhaps the seniors amongst them, who were not excluded by the age limits, considered the salary 
not enough, but there were others who did not apply, as none were selected for interview. 
Possibly watering places are better as homes in the eyes of those who have never lived in them 
than in the eyes of those who have. However, in Mr. D. S. Young, the popular librarian of 
the Minet Library, famous for its colleétion on Surrey, Bournemouth has made an excellent 


choice. . * * + * * * 


Our next number will be a Conference Souvenir number and will be published early in 
September. 
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Library Publicity* 
By W. S. HauGu, F.L.A. (Liverpool Public Libraries). 

IN the past library publicity has been aluiost exclusively concerned with providing informa- 

tion. We say to the public, “ Here are the services we offer,” “ Here are the books for 
you to read,” and we leave it at that. But this take it or leave it attitude is far too negative, 
we must do something positive, and compel the use of our services. This latter aspeé is 
my main theme, but in order that the survey shall be complete I will deal rapidly with old 
methods first. Later on | will try to indicate a fresh outlook and new methods. 

In a monotonous procession lists of books follow one another like speétres stalking down 
the corridors of time, bare, unadorned lists of books on gardening, books on golf, books on 
swimming, books on cookery. Can we never tear apart the shackles that bind us to the 
old hackneyed traditions, make library publicity a vital and living voice, break down that 
sacrosané barrier between ourselves and the man-in-the-street, meet him on his own ground, 
and for his own good shatter his indifference. 

Publicity is a means to an end, and before we can discuss the means we should define 
the ends in view. A century of library service has failed to produce unanimity on this point, 
but as the ground must be cleared I will state briefly my own opinions. Literature may be 
divided into two classes, the literature of fatt—or what is accepted as fa&: Philosophy, 
Religion, Sociology, Philology, Science, the Arts, History and some few works of biography 
and travel; and the literature of imagination: Music, Poetry, Drama, Fi@tion, Essays and 
the greater part of biography and travel. These latter are often little more than fiction in 

We agree that we should provide the first class—the literature of fa&, and also that 
of the literature of imagination which either because of its style or for the value of the i 
expressed, has a definite cultural value. 

The remaining division is that which has no value other than for recreation, consists 
mostly of popular fidtion, is most in demand, and forms the subjeé& of much heated con- 
troversy. It is my view that the aim of public libraries is the — of culture and that they 
have therefore no single shred of justification for supplying this class of book if it is con- 
sidered as an end in itself, but, considered as a means to an end, there is an unanswerable 
case in favour of its provision. 

Popular fiction provides a point of contaé with a large class of citizens who, if it were 
not provided, would never enter a library, but, because of it, place themselves in our hands 
and under our influence. They are at least familiarised with books and reading and if we 
fail to use our opportunities to attraét them to better literature the fault lies entirely in our- 
selves. In short the provision of popular fition is in itself a form of publicity, a means of 
making public the service offered. 

One further digression and the ground is clear. There are two classes to whom our 
publicity should be addressed, those who are members of a public library and those who are 
not. The latter unfortunately receives scant attention, and yet comprises some 75 per cent. 
of the population. 

Publicity performs two funétions, the first is the provision of information, the second 
is the technique of persuasion. In every aspect of commercial life this second factor is con- 
sidered vital to the distributive processes, and yet public librarians are far too dignified to 
desend to its use. We rely upon the provision of information, we tell the public what we 
offer, we bring the water to - a horse, we shonld go further and persuade the horse to drink. 

Now a rapid survey of the hackneyed and overworked channels and media used in the 
provision of information. The most favourable time to launch an information oe 
direéted to the public who are not borrowers is when some event of importance in library 


*A read at the Annual General Meeting in Liverpool of the North-Western Division 
the Association of Assistant Librarians, January 17th, 1934. 
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annals, such as the opening of a new reference library or branch, offers occasion to invite 
Royalty or the local celebrities to the buildings. 

On such occasions public interest is to some extent focussed on the library and the 
opportunity should be seized to explain the services and facilities offered, how to join, the 
cost and responsibilities involved. The information can be disseminated orally from the 
platform, or by handbills, posters, neon signs either erected on the buildings or displayed on 
recognised advertisement sites, by broadcasting if possible, by notices in local cinemas, in 
the press, on trams or buses, or through any other of the accepted channels. 

Finally art exhibitions, lectures, adult education courses, and many similar affairs all 
bring together people interested in specific subjects, and provide opportunities for distributing 
information about the resources of the library on the subjects concerned. So much for the 
non-borrower. 

In considering the provision of information to readers we approach very well-trodden 
ground. Catalogues, lists of additions issued either nationally or locally, on separate hand- 
lists or in the press, notices concerning exchange services, second tickets, and the like, are 
all intended to provide information to the general reader. 

In dealing with special subjeéts we offer displays at the appropriate seasons : in summer 
on holiday resorts and gardening ; in winter on football and theatricals ; but there is scope 
for far more enterprise in using items of topical interest. For example we could display books 
on monsters while the Daily Mail continues its search for the Loch Ness nightmare, or on 
aerial navigation while Jim and Amy are in the throes of one of their periodical publicity 
stunts. In faét scarcely a week goes by when the public is not absorbed in some nine-days’ 
wonder ; the attention of the country is almost completely monopolised and the interest 
aroused is far deeper than that casually allotted to the seasons of the year. 

So much then for the present negative publicity methods. I say negative because they 
make no definite human appeal, they take for granted an interest in books and libraries, they 
make no attack on human weaknesses, they are in direct contradistinétion to the technique 
of persuasion, the methods which break down barriers of indifference and make forcible 
appeals by definite psychological reaétions. 

I am not suggesting for a moment that the present methods should be discontinued, 
they are still valuable and necessary auxiliaries to this technique of persuasion, which for 
the sake of convenience I will refer to as advertising. 

There are three functions in advertising. The first is to rivet attention, the second is to 
drive your point home, the third is to back up your statements and obtain a reputation for 
unshakeable honesty and square dealing. Compelling attention is a matter of genius, being 
honest is dull and ye but, so I am informed, presents no insuperable difficulty. 
In attracting notice beware of the banal tricks of commercial advertising—‘ Let me be 
your father, ” “ This is fighting talk,” “‘ Don’t read this,” and the like. Unless you are 
prepared to live down to this style, eschew it altogether. 

One general comment, advertising can be a complete waste of money unless the library 
is bright and attractive and gives a good impression at sight. Most public libraries are for- 
midable in the extreme. The second funétion, that of driving home your appeal, I intend 
now to discuss in detail. 

Advertising is neither more nor less than a vast experiment in applied psychology, the 
advertiser Studies his public, finds their weaknesses and uses these as levers to force a sale. 
We should follow his example. The human foibles on which most play is made are six in 
number: Power, or ambition ; Escapes, or the desire to be free; Fear; VAnrry, including 
exclusiveness and snobbishness ; ACQUISFTIVENESS, covering greed, avarice and meanness ; 
and finally, Sex. Some of these appeals are more potent for library publicity than others. 
The first, Power, is almost ideal. 

We see its use in commercial advertising. Bovkix, Ltd., are not content to announce 
with dignity that jars of meat extract may be obtained at any grocers, they offer added ener 
and an increased zest in life. QuiwpHos.pffers the stride of youth, not a bottle of pink pills. 
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PHOSPHERINE promises nerves of steel, not an unpleasant-tasting liquid; and yet public 
libraries still issue bare lists of books. The power motive could be used for recommending 
many classes of literature. Philosophy, and psychology, Learn the workings of the human 
mind, probe its inner motives, and thereby win to happiness and content. Or Sociology: under- 
Sand the operation of social laws and create a new and better order—be free from economic 
ills. Philology, Science and the Useful Arts can obviously be recommended as avenues to 
social and business success. Throughout the ages men have burned out their lives in seclusion 
to probe the secrets of nature, and scientists have died in agony that others might live in 
comfort. All the accumulated knowledge and experience of these men is ours to read and 
to pass on, and yet we never mention our glorious heritage—we offer lists of books. 

In publicity directed towards youth the power reaétion is strong, but when youth grows 
drab, Stained and disillusioned, the motive of escape is still stronger. We see it used on the 
covers of holiday guides, the sun-bathed beach or the snow mountains, and long to 

from work and winter. Insurance Companies stress the om from anxiety which 
can be obtained so easily for so small a premium; we are offered a pass to an ecstatic fairy- 
land in every ounce of Bulwark tobacco. 

Books on travel lend themselves very well to this appeal. In the depths of winter we 
could take a coloured poster from a holiday guide to Spain and head a display of books on 
that country with the illustration and the caption “ Go to Sunny Spain,” or a poster adver- 
tising a Scottish resort with an invitation to “ Visit the Highlands from your armchair with 
H. V. Morton and J. J. Bell.” The prodigality of travel agencies in distributing stacks of 
publicity matter on the slightest provocation offers countless opportunities in this res 

Fiétion also lends itself to the motive of escape. An attractive illustration from the 
jacket of a thriller conjures up excitement and thrills, and freedom from the monotonous 
daily grind. Surely such an illustration heading a list of authors of thrillers is far more striking 
than the list alone. 

For other readers the picture of a room vibrant with the spirit of old furniture, beautiful 
pictures and all the fineness of a cultured home expresses the spirit of Galsworthy and Walpole 
more than any amount of descriptive annotation. It strikes home, gives the reader a longing 
for such an environment and the company of its owners, in short it offers escape to a different 
world. Mental escape can of course have two dimensions, escape in space and escape in 
time. We could invite one type of reader to “ Go with Shackleton and Scott to the ice- 
bound Polar wastes,” and another to “ Swing back the curtain of time and rove the seas 
with Drake. 

In faét witha little ingenuity the motive of escape can be — to many subjeéts. 

The exploitation of Fear is more difficult and requires careful handling. According to 
experts, and even experts can’t be fooled all the time, the rousing of fear involves a back- 
lash of resentment not easily countera¢ted. Physical fear affects men, social fear reaéts on 
women. A toothpaste manufacturer rouses the fear of pyorrhea, the ju-jitso expert instils 
a terror of footpads and the feminine world is threatened with dire social consequences if 
stockings are not washed in Lux. The public is intimated, but generally not without a sub- 
conscious smouldering resentment. 

The motive of fear might, however, be used to a limited degree in library publicity. 
You may ask your readers if they intend to be left behind in the pm promotion by neglec- 
ing Study, or you may hint at social ostracism for those who fall out of touch with current 
masterpieces. On the whole perhaps the fear complex is best confined to recommending 
books on physical culture, boxing and wrestling, or on gardening, dressmaking, furniture 
and domestic economy. 

Vanity, or the appeal to exclusiveness and snobbishness, is a common motive power 
in commercial advertising. It is not confined to any one grade of the community but runs 
the whole gamut of the social order. - Pond’s Cosmetics, as used by many of the 
ornaments of the British Peerage, Worthington Ales as drunk by the godlike youth carrying 
all before him on the tennis court, Club cigarettes as smoked by Dixie Dean, all appeal to 
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the class of people who fondly imagine that only an unkind fate prevents them from occupying 
the same position in life as the advertisement idols. 

We unconsciously use the vanity appeal in library publicity when we invite celebrities 
to open buildings, and when we send to the press a photograph of the Lord Mayor borrowing 
the first book from a new library. Probably the most suitable method of using vanity as a 
general publicity motive in library advertising is to play on the intelle€tual snobbishness of 
those who foolishly congratulate themselves on their judgment of literary style. A list could 
be issued of books recommended for their outstanding merit by eminent critics such as Gerald 
Gould or James Agate. 

This type of log-rolling need not be confined to general works but could well be used 
to popularise essays as recommended by E. V. Lucas or Robert Lynd and plays sponsored b 
Hannen Swaffen or St. John Irvine. Never worry about overdoing this type of vanity appeal, 
fools are fair game and there’s one born every minute. 

AcquisttIvEngss is almost played to death. Even the womenfolk seem to realise nowa- 
days that 19s. 113d. is not so very much less than 20s., or that the price crossed out on the 
ticket marking a stupendous sale bargain is generally put there by a salesman with a flair for 
lying, though there still seem to be people who would prefer to buy four for 3d. and waste 
three rather than pay a whole penny for the one they want. 

What chances we negleé in the library world. 600 novels for 2d. Keep abreast of 
modern thought by reading all the latest books—zd. for two years. The literary masterpieces 
of the age at your disposal for a penny a year. This sort of thing could go on for ever—or 
at any rate until the percentages of readers and non-readers are reversed. 

The last of the main motives is sex, and sex appeal in advertisement ranges from the 
innocent but wholly irrelevant specimen of English girlhood toying with a Craven A to the 
somewhat hectic and erotic scenes on cinema hoardings. In one instance only would I 
recommend the use of sex appeal in library publicity. A list of writers such as Ethel M. 
Dell, Baillie Reynolds, Kathleen Norris and Margaret Petersen might well be made more 
attractive by the addition of one of the more restrained scenes clipped from the jacket of a 
love story. Some of the more highbrow among you may objeé that there is no necessity 
to gild the lily in this respeé, and that discouragement rather than encouragement is desirable 
but it seems to me that we should lavish on the first halting steps of those still in the cradle 
days of reading the same care and patience with which the gardener tends the flowering of 
the early rose of spring. Possibly a later generation will praise our forbearance. 

I commenced this with a review of past and present methods. I conclude with a 
vision of the future. ¢ lending library of to-morrow will not consist of row on row and 
Stack on stack of dusty tomes. The floor area will be swept clear of upright cases as we know 
them now. On wall cases will be arranged the stock at that time not being displayed, while 
the centre area will be filled with small sloping display cases of two or three shelves, designed 
to carry 50 or 60 books each. The books on each case will all be on cognate subjects and will 
be adequately advertised on definite positive appeal backed by lavishly coloured illustrations. 
Such still life information as “ Some books worth reading,” “ Books on gardening,” and 
“ Books for the housewife ” will have gone for ever. 

Then no longer will books be considered as merely books in various stages of decay, 
they will be recognised for what they are, keys to power and passports to fairyland ; and the 
library an Aladdin’s cave. With such an end in view, need we examine too closely the means 
we use to attain it. 

Education has been defined as that which remains when all that one learned at school 
has been forgotten. In most cases the residue is microscopic, and just as it is useless to talk 
English to a Hottentot, so it is in vain to appeal to the finer human qualities when these 
qualities are moribund. Advertising admittedly is a sordid and dirty business, but the 
spread of culture and the advancement of learning are noble aims and here at least the end 


justifies the means. 
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A Philosophy of Librarianship 
By H. J. Cranpuer, F.L.A. (Wolverhampton). 


“ A blind man in a dark room groping about for a black cat that isn’t there ” is a felicitious 
if nebulous definition of philosophy. Taking shelter behind its very generous scope, how- 
ever, I am emboldened to call this article “A Philosophy of Librarianship,” fully conscious 
of the faé& that the history of philosophy is one of the best examples of the law of logic which 
States that every positive implies its negative, and that finality is impossible. 

Taétfully ignoring my inability to propound a system of philosophy, and my presumption 
in attempting it, the need for an examination of professional fundamentals at this time is 
very apparent, especially when there is every indication that we are on the eve of a period of 
re-doubled Library activity. The purpose of the library and its place in the community, the 
desirability of ‘‘ extension ” and its direction, values in book-seleétion, and so on, are problems 
which are being solved, often unconsciously, and mainly fortuitously, by locality. As a 
result part of the profession makes the usual annual-report type of progress ; a much smaller 
part would be surprised to know that it was roughly following any consistent approach to 
its problems, and a still smaller part has a definite and stated policy. It has been suggested 
that God only became fully self-conscious in the nineteenth century, but progress is rapid, 
and it is high time that librarianship became fully self-conscious. To this end this “ Philosophy ” 
is direéted in its attempt to detect the essential consistency of apparently unrelated concepts, 
and to build up a policy of action on this basis of correlated ideas. 

Before restricting the field of philosophy to its applications to librarianship we can observe 
many relevant faéts by making a hasty survey of philosophy and librarianship. The historical 
approach to the problem—after making due allowance for unfounded generalisation—shows 

early the close relationship between the current philosophy, or spirit of the age, and library 
technique and policy. 

In parenthesis it might be noted that the Medieval library provides the simplest example 
of this conneétion, in its division of literature into the black-bound heretics on the left and 
the accepted on the right. Such a library, intended primarily for the use of Monks and 
people who invariably thought in terms of “‘ damned ” and “ saved,” was arranged gee 4 
to their philosophy, and incidentally kept the most-used books together. Similarly, but wi 
increasing complexity, 1850 + was an age of materialism and scientific classification, and 
library technique responded to this movement. The period of adjustment was slow, and 
“ scientific” book-classification evolved gradually as the “ exact science” fetish filtered 
into the lower intelleétual levels of society in which were—and unfortunately still are— 
embedded too many members of the library profession. It is to be hoped that the high- 
water mark of this modification of knowledge classifications has been reached in the 13th 
edition of Dewey, a monument to human ingenuity, 80 per cent. useless to the modern 
Municipal Library. 

To revert to our brief historical resumé, Public Libraries were founded in 1850, largely 
on the plea that libraries and prisons were in concomitant variation (cf. H. J. W. Hetherington, 
“ Libraries and Democracy,” L.A.R., O&ober, 1933.) This attitude was typical of an age 
which condoned child labour in the factories and mines, an age which could sit back com- 
fortably and make capital out of the horrors of /aisser faire. Conditions gradually improved 
up till 1919, and the library world was helped forward considerably by a period of technical 
reform under Duff Brown. After 1919 progress me becamuch more rapid owing to increased 
income. It is not necessarily an enlightened age which is celebrated for reform—it is probably 
a time when circumstances favour the idea which has been pressed for a long time. (¢f. 
Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas.) Thus 1919 was the culmination of a prolonged attempt, 
but it is significant that such an event should occur after the Great War, which speeded up 
civilization in four years to a pitch representing over fifty years normal progress. It is 
significant in that it proves that the library is not an isolated phenomena, but a living social 
organism, The 19th and early zoth century library was embedded in the material prejudices 
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of its age and was not comparatively bad, but rather symptomatic of the inadequacy of the 
current system of thought. Since 1919 libraries themselves have greatly improved, but true 
development is relative to the development of the rest of things. The dynamism of other 
intellectual forces sets the Standard for any measurement of progress in library policy and 
from this point of view it is doubtful whether library policy is as much in keeping with the 
spirit of its age as was the pre-war library. 

The essence of the “ modern” attitude towards life seems to be best epitomised in 
Huxley’s phrase, “ scientific humanism.” Naturally there are many “ psychologies,” 
philosophies and theologies in use and abuse, but the underlying tendency of the age seems 
to be “ to have life and have it more abundantly,” by means of a “ rational” control of 
environment. “ It realises that human desires and aspirations are the motive power of life, 
but insists that no long-range or comprehensive aim of humanity can ever be realised except 
with the aid of the pedestrian and dispassionate methods, the systematic planning, the 
experimental testing which can be provided only by science.” (Julian Huxley—What Dare 
I Think?) This view, essentially for the man in the Street, is very different from the 1850 
and lower mind outlook which saw a bewhiskered plutocrat pushing him along the rails of 
fixed progress, with a rather critical deity to lend his weight up the stiff parts. 

In an age of scientific enquiry, re-testing of values, and of the “ whole truth” the library 
can play one of two distin&tive roles. It can remain passive or active, it can decide to be a 
result of the advances in thought and outlook, itself changing after the general acceptance 
of the idea, or it can decide to be an active instrument in the advancement of learning. That 
is, the library can follow or lead current thought. 

Prejudice immediately suggests that the library should lead thought, but the essential 
conservatism of middle and lower minds, the fact that learning must always be relative, and 
the time lag between idea and popular acceptance, support the view that the library should 
follow contemporary feeling and respond only to changes in the outlook of its lower and 
middle-mind readers. If the library is to lead thought it will appeal mainly to the intel- 
le&tual and upper-mind divisions of society, and the question of the aim of the library 
and to what end it is established demands solution. 

Again there is a divergence of opinion into two main trends. One side maintains that 
we are the servants of the public which supplies the money, and we should give a definite 
service return to the community according to its expressed demand; the other opinion 
suggests that the library is essentially a cultural institution intended as a post-school edutational 
force which should supply works of a fair intelleétual standard, irrespective of quantitative 
issue. If we are to become a “ business proposition” we shall concentrate on quantity (cf. 
American libraries prior to economic depression), we shall become primarily a recreative 
force, following current thought and appealing to the middle and lower minds. 

If we aim at educational ideals the library will take an intellectual lead, concentrate on 
quality and appeal exclusively to the upper minds. 

The problem stated thus—an elaboration of our old friend—‘ popular ». educative,” 
“ fiétion ». non-fiction ”—becomes the reconciliation of two apparently incompatible aims. 
Approaching the question from the more modern dynamic, as opposed to static reasoning, we 
must fulfil both these funétions at the same time, but in different ptoportions (Static logic A-B 
or not B, i.e., A=B or C; dynamic logic A=B and C at the same time in different proportions, 
cf. Bogoslovsky—The Techmique of Controversy.) ‘That is, at the same time we must both lead 
and follow current thought. Since books in mass are very fluid the problem becomes merely 
one of proportion, /.e., in what relative proportions we are to follow or lead. 

The 1927 Report is not infallible but has considerable authority which can be accepted 
in this case. It States (pages 39-40), “ The principle underlying the library service is that it 
exists for the training of the good citizen. It must aim at providing all that printed litera- 
ture can provide to develop his intelletual, moral, and spiritual capabilities.” 

Again, in paragraph 93: “It appreciates the value of a recreational facility, but if 
. for some that recreation is found in literature which does not appeal to more: highly cultured 
minds, it is to be regarded as a foundagion for better things. 
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As Stated, this is an acceptance of facts as they are rather than a definition of library 
policy, but the underlying idea is that the library is first and foremost a cultural institution. 
“ But,” continues the Report, paragraph 96, “ if the proportion of indifferent fiétion is high, 
and aétually demoralising food is sometimes offered to the intelleétual palate, it is the funétion 
of education to lead people to discriminate between the better and the worse, and arrive 
at a higher Standard.” This implies that it is the duty of formal education to set the standard 
of intelle& of the public and for the public library to supply the demands made upon it. 


The reconciliation of this attitude with the citizen education ideal of the Report can 
be brought about by adopting the position already arrived at—that the Public Library must 
at the same time assume cultural and recreative responsibilities, with the accent on the 
recreative side. The theory of the social structure of libraries seems to be that “ formal 
education ” teaches the citizen how to read, gives him the rudiments of learning, sets the 
Standard of his appreciation and gives him (probably) an urge to learn; while the library 
is the necessary complement—the institution which provides the reading material to supply 
this ‘‘ educated”’ person. Acceptance of educational purpose in the library is an implied 
criticism of the educational system which it is not in the province of the library to 
make. 

We may lay it down, therefore, as a central feature of library philosophy, that the library 
should first supply all legitimate demands made upon it compatible with its income, but 
irrespective of the ‘“‘ quality” of the demand. The first principle of librarianship is numerical 
efficiency, and educational aims must be of secondary importance, judged on same basis 
as other “ extensions.” 

To conclude, Library policy is closely allied to the current philosophy of the age, it is 
therefore a dynamic force which must respond to the changing attitude of the community. 
This changing attitude is expressed in the demands made upon the library, which should be 
tested by numerical standards. Library policy and technique must be flexible enough to 
appreciate the underlying feeling of its age, so that it can most efficiently “ give the public 
what it wants,” and as a secondary consideration “ keep it alert for higher things.” 


The Library Association Conference at London, 
September roth to 14th 


A FULL, interesting programme has been pm for the fifty-seventh annual Conference of 


the Library Association, which will be held at Chaucer House and University College, London, 
from September roth to 14th inclusive. Social events, indeed, will be absent, although there 
are rumours of a reception at Headquarters Hotel. There will be opportunities for visiting 
important London libraries including the British Museum, and a visit to Hampton Court is 
envisaged for the last day of the meeting. Apart from that, severe business will be the order 
of the day. The Presidential address will be delivered by Mr. S. A. Pjtt after a welcome by 
the Lord Mayor of London on Tuesday, September 11th, at 10 a.m. Amongst the papers to 
be given will be one on Salaries and Conditions by Mr. Lionel R. McColvin; on 
Children’s Work in various aspeéts by Misses Hummerston, Watt-Smith, and Colwell; on 
the relations of librarian and committee by Dr. A. Sandison, while county libraries by Mr. 
Cowley, professional literature by Mr. Seymour Smith, book-selection and the public by Mr. 
Jast, legal needs of Scottish libraries by Mr. Shirley, leather preservation by Mr. Faraday Innes, 
and developments since the 1927 Report, are further selections from the menu. The public 
meeting is to be on Children’s Books, Old and New, by Miss Rose Fyleman and Mr. James. 
The contacts promised by a meeting in London should be invaluable, and the exhibition 
also promises to be one of the best. If, as the Editor has pointed out, London in September 
is not to be preferred to London in spring or later autumn, there are probably compensations 
for not meeting at a spa or fashionable resort. 
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PRELIMINARY LIST OF MEETINGS. 


“ Rate-supported Libraries in Scotland and their Legal Requirements,” by 
Mr. G. W. Shirley. 


“ Causes and Prevention of Decay in Leather,” by Mr. Faraday Innes (British 
Leather Manufacturers’ Research Association). 


“ Salaries and Conditions,” by Mr. L. R. McColvin, F.L.A. 


“ The Relative Functions of the Library Committee and the Librarian,” by Mr. 
A. Sandison, O.B.E., M.D., B.Sc. (Chairman, Croydon Public Libraries 
Committee). 


“ Book Selection and the Public,” by Mr. L. Stanley Jast, M.A., F.L.A. 

“ Developments since the 1927 Report,” by Mr. J. D. Stewart, F.L.A. 

“ Professional Literature ; a critical survey,” by Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A. 
“ Library Publicity,” by Mr. G. P. Jackson, A.L.A. 

“ Future Policy in County Library Work,” by Mr. J. D. Cowley, M.A., F.L.A. 


“ Planned Economy in Book Selection: some suggested faétors and methods for 
County Libraries,” by Mr. B. Oliph Smith. 


“ The Problems of an Academic Library,” by Mr. R. Hutton, M.A. 


“ Children’s Books, Old and New,” by Miss Rose Fyleman and Mr. P. B. 
James, A.L.A. 


And other papers, details of which will be announced later. 


The Headquarters of the Conference will be at Chaucer House, and all meetings will 
take place in the University College, by kind permission of the University College Committee 


The usual Exhibition of Books, Equipment and Appliances will also be held, at which 
delegates will be able to examine in denil standard and new productions. 


The Library Association Annual Report, just issued, shows that the membership now 
numbers 4,260, and that the Association has an income of {£9,637 and an expenditure of 
£8,753. Clearly it is becoming a substantial Association. There are 503 transitional members, 
who have not yet made up their minds whether they will become full members, and 599 
institutional members ; but the Report does not signify how many assistant librarians there 
are in the total. It would be interesting to know how many possible members there are in 
Great Britain; there must be considerably more than the 3,849 which this return shows. 
Nevertheless, this membership is a substantial and influential one. On the financial side we 
have much reason to congratulate ourselves upon the way in which librarians have combined 
to reduce the cost of the new headquarters. It has even been found possible to repay the 
loan of £2,000 which the Carnegie Trust lent us free of interest. The educational work of 
the Association appears to be done at a loss the receipt form fees amounting to £883, and the 
expenditure apparently totalling £1,233 3 these figures surely could be made to balance. As 
a publishing firm, the Association has a turnover of £3,904, of which £2,048 is absorbed 
by the Subject Index to Periodicals, and £1,113 by the Library Association Record. Full reports 
rarely deserve to be read carefully, but this one at least should receive the attention of librarians 
in that it is occupied very concisely with numberless matters which are of immediate 


importance. 


GET LIBRACO TO 
EQUIP YOUR LIBRARY 


There are sound practical reasons for this advice. At your disposal you have the unique 
experience of Libraco in the equipment of hundreds of Libraries at home and abroad. Your 
scheme will have the practical co-operation and assistance of men with a thorough knowledge 
of library requirements, who can give an expert finish to the thought behind your ideas. Past 
Two well-known Librarians testify to Libraco claims. 


attainments are the best of guarantees. 


Mr. L. S. Jast says :—‘‘Libraco have made contributions of solid value toLibrary Equipment and 
Library Planning.” 


Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers says :—'‘‘ The work of Libraco shows a unique skill in providing for 


modern Library requirements.” 


CONFIDENCE IN LIBRACO 
EQUIPMENT 


Many large towns have shown their confidence in Libraco work by repeated orders. Birmingham 
have given orders for 3 libraries, Nottingham for 5, Willesden for 5, Wandsworth for 7, 


CURRENT WORK 


Includes orders for ‘* Vernier ’’ Steel Library Shelving for a County Central and County Branch 


Library, for four public libraries and one Government Library and a two floor stack with 


mezzanine floor, staircase, etc. Equipment orders for several libraries are in hand. 


LIBRACO have carried out Library Equipment in all parts of the Country, and examples can 
be seen at the libraries of : Hendon, Chiswick, Lambeth, Wandsworth, Wimbledon, Deptford, 
Greenwich, Limehouse, Edmonton, Fulham, Chelsea, Compton Road, Leeds, Acocks Green, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Lancaster, Bootle, Liverpool, Sowerby Bridge, Barnsley, Aberdeen, 
Motherwell and Wishaw, Glasgow. 


LIBRACO Ltd. 


62 Cannon Street, London, 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Foreign visitors have often commented on the fact that, if a public speaker makes even 
the most damning statements about the type which is represented by his audience, his criticism 
passes without protest and not infrequently elicits applause. This is, of course, due to the fact 
that each individual member of the audience fails to associate himself with the type described, 
although he may be an excellent representative specimen. This is perfeétly true of our own 
profession. If, at a meeting, somebody says that a characteristic of the lower middle classes is 
their deplorable lack of social conscience, all present will agree, conveniently omitting to note 
the faét that they themselves are included. 

When two or three librarians are gathered together a common topic of conversation 
is the STANDARD OF READING. 

If one of the party States that it is still a very low standard he will find little disagreement, 
except among our confréres in Eastern London, who are notoriously touchy on this point. 
Those taking part in the discussion will ignore the faé that their own reading is typical. 

One of the reasons for the very bad book-selection which is one of the charaéteristic 
faults of the average library is that the average librarian reads only bad books and does not 
want to read good ones. Compile a list of fifty books of real importance published since 1900 
and ask yourself how many librarians have read a tenth of them ?—books such as Dunne’s 
Experiment with Time, Mitchison’s The Conquered, Inge’s Outspoken Essays, Trevelyan’s England 
under. Queen Anne, Bell’s Civilization, Woolf’s Common Reader, Forster’s Room with a View, 
Tawney’s Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, and the like. 

What books do librarians read ? Whenever I happen to notice books borrowed by my 
own Staff I shudder, and wonder what these people can possibly do in the work of 


CIVILIZING THE ENGLISH BARBARIANS 
of which they are representative. “‘ Anthropology, like charity, should begin at home ” says 
Mr. Aldous Huxley in Beyond the Mexigque Bay, and, for once, | agree with him. 

Another matter that needs immediate and constant attention is the 


PrystcaL ConpITION OF LIBRARY Books. 
If you visit the average public library, including those run by the brass-hats of the profession, 
pick out a dozen books at random, particularly fiction, and examine their physical condition, 
you will be disgusted. Grubby, dog-eared copies of standard popular titles in bindings which 
could never have appealed to any person with the slightest conception of artistry and which 
are now in an advanced State of senile disintegration are the rule. The most popular titles, of 
course, hardly reach the shelves before they are snatched up by another reader. This disgrace- 
ful state of affairs does much to depreciate the library in the eyes of the public. Of the normal 
book-fund, far too large a percentage is spent in buying new and second-hand and fifth-hand 
copies of new titles of third rate importance and far too little in replacing popular standard 
titles. But the sources from which the public libraries get their replacements would make an 
interesting subje& for a whole letter. 
CLEANLINESS IS Next to GODLINEsS 

would be a good motto for libraries. 

While on this subject it may be as well to point out that the theological seétions 
of most libraries are far too large and far too orthodox. Although the long runs of bound 
collections of stodgy sermons are now-largely a phenomenon of the early Carnegie period, 
innumerable books on the Christian religion, which are hardly ever used, are omnipresent. 
On the other hand, it is rare to find a really adequate colleétion of literature on other religious 
systems. Such varied subjeéts as rationalism, atheism, Confueianism and the other systems of 
the East are very inadequately represented. Yet we must always remember that few thinking 

people are orthodox and that the absence of provocative books tends to make these really 
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George Allen @ Unwin Ltd. 


Rousseau and 
the Modern State 


By ALFRED COBBAN. 10/6 


This book gives in reasonable compass the 
fullest analysis of Rousseau’s political ideas 
that has yet appeared. It is an interesting 


study of Rousseau in relationship with 
modern problems. 


Origins of International 
Rivalry in Samoa 


By Syiv1a R. MASTERMAN. 10/6 
With Maps and Diagrams. 

' The theme of this book is that of a civilised 

people encroaching on a primitive race and the 

resulting conflict of ideas — preservation of 

the native races while raising their social 

standard, versus exploitation. 


Individualism and 
Socialism 


By Krrsy Pace. 10/6 


Astatement of the case against individualism. 
It sets forth a definitely constructive pro- 
gramme and gives a clear exposition of a 
point of view that is becoming increasingly 
popular. 


The 
Domain of Selfhood 


By R. V. FELDMAN. 10/6 


“ A book for students and well abreast of the 
latest developments in 
written with plenty of fire as we 
side of constructive 
—Church Times. 


Trade Unions 
and the State 


By W. MILne-Barey. 12/6 


‘* Deals with questions of fundamental import- 
ance . . . A scholarly and weighty contribu- 
tion to the study of political institutions.” 

— New Britain. 


Taming Philippine 
Headhunters 


By Fevirx M. KeesiInc and MARIE KEESING. 
Introduction by Theodore Roosevelt. 10/6 


“ An admirable story which will at once rank as 
part of the standard record.”—The Times. 


** A mass of information and is noteworthy for 
its insight.”—Manchester Guardian. 


Life and Soul 


Outlines of a future Theoretical Physiology 
and of a Critical Philosophy. By Max 
LOEWENTHAL. Foreword by J. S. 
Macdonald.  Jilustrated. 8/6 

“ Highly important and technical, scientific 
treatise ... To the serious student it is of the 
utmost significance.”—Sheffield Independent. 


The Social Triumph of 
the Ancient Church 
By SHIRLEY JACKSON CASE. 6/- 
A good account of how Christianity became a 


world-wide Church and acquired the power 
and wealth it held in the Middle Ages. 


Museum Street, London, W.C.1 
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valuable readers extremely critical of an institution which they believe, in principle, to be of 
vital importance. It is my opinion, which I do not expeé& you to share, that 
LiBRARIANS SHOULD BE SCEPTICS, 

although tactically C. of E. to their committees, since only unbelievers can view the whole 
field of theology sufficiently objeétively to sele& the best books in it. Yet the whole gamut of 
religious opinion from R.C.’s to Plymouth Brethren, with a fair sprinkling of Reincarnational- 
sts, Theosophists and the more esoteric groups, is represented within our ranks. I see, by the 
way, that a recent correspondent, in the Library Assistant, is seeking to form a Catholic 
Librarians Guild. I wonder exaétly what influence these varied religious opinions have upon 
local book-seleétion. I know that I am contravening all the most sacred concepts of pro- 
fessional etiquette in suggesting that the religious opinions of the librarian have any influence 
on his book-seleétion, but I am too old a bird to be taken in by this. I know several librarians 
who have admitted to me that their religious beliefs are not without influence ; some of them 

are rather proud of it and proud, I presume, in exaétly the same way as a Nazi executioner is 

proud of decapitating a Communist whom he believes to be a public enemy. But all librarians 

have their favourite subjects, which may be theological but more often are not. This faé 

seems to me to be the chief objection to the arguments of the young librarian who, in the May 

issue of this journal, contended that committees should be deprived of control over book- 

selection. I wonder how many librarians are sufficiently impartial to be allowed full autonomy ? 

The chief fault which I have to find with our libraries is that they have entered into (and 
become part of) the smug, dreary, inane lives of the lower middle classes, to whom a book is 
the symbol of boredom and is thrown aside as soon as some more exciting activity turns up. It 
is this terrible boredom, due to uncultivated minds and lack of opportunities for direé physical 
excitement, that clothes the elderly in black looks, and the young in blackshirts, humourless, 
self-centred morons who have never known the thrill of reading a long awaited book. Even 
the brighter specimens of this class stuff themselves with textbook knowledge and never 
develop their minds. | have no illusions about the class, since | was born into it, only 
extricated myself from it by the greatest of efforts, and still know the influence of its idiotic 
repressions and sense of values. In spite of all this there are still librarians who think that the 
great need of our time is for simple introductory IMPARTIAL manuals for those whose greatest 
need is the invigorating influence of discussion and controversy. 

SPOONFEED THE BOURGEOISIE 
if you like, but don’t expect me to co-operate with you ! 

Seriously, how much of our work is really worth doing ? Even the majority of reference 
enquiries, reference work being regarded in most quarters as the highest form of P.L. activity, 
elicit faétual and fatuous information, the finding of which serves no useful purpose save for 
the truly 2zoth century hobby of solving puzzles for cash. I hate democracy only a little less 
than I detest dictatorship, and since “‘ democracy alone, among forms of government, has 
everything to gain and nothing to lose from the intelligence of its citizens” 1 fancy that we 
have a steep and winding road before us. Perhaps the first thing to do is to shatter the inane 
and, to me at least, provocative complacency of those within our ranks who appear to ima- 
gine that we have already built a great and holy movement. EuRIPIDEs. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ‘ LeTTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
— Editor, Lrsrary Wor.p.]} 


Who would have thoughta year ago that we should be writing our regrets at the untimely 
death of Walter A. Briscoe! Broad-shouldered, robust, and vital, his cheery smile and 
imperturbable kindness seemed to spring from the sanest of bodies as of minds. He did positive 
work-for librarianship, not only in Nottingham, where, as worthy successor to one of the best 
of librarians, he has left an ineffaceable record of beneficent aétivity, but also in the wider field 
offered him by the Library Association. He will be recalled with affeétionate regret by a 
wide circle of friends who loved this big, gracious, humorous and earnest man. 
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IBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1934 


Boots Book-Lover’s Library 


herewith extend a cordial welcome to all 
Library Delegates 


E Exhibit, as heretofore, will comprise an attractive and representative 
collection of recent popular and notable publications of a general 
interest, together with a comprehensive selection of novels by ing 
authors at surprising reductions. 


Catalogues obtainable at the Stand 
Contract Terms on Application 


BOOTS BOOK-LOVER'’S LIBRARY 


Cornwall Road, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1 
(NEAR WATERLOO STATION) 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD., NOTTM. 


THE NEW “NU CRAFT” 


NEW AND IMPROVED MATERIALS AND DESIGNS 
PROOF ! 
80%, OF OUR REBINDING AND REPLACEMENT ORDERS ARE NOW BEING 
SUPPLIED ON DEMAND IN “NU CRAFT.” 


WHY P 


First: Because “Nu Craft’’ is a binding with DISTINCTION! The simple and 
refined coloured ink combinations of the various designs with which these bindings 
are embellished transform ordinary editions into “de luxe ’’ editions. 

Second : Because ‘‘Nu Craft’’ bindings are DURABLE. The binding material is 
“LIBRABIND,” which is SCRATCHPROOF, STAINPROOF, MOISTUREPROOF, 
DIRT-RESISTING, LONG-WEARING and HYGIENIC. The guarantee behind 
“Librabind’’ is the unrivalled technical knowledge and long experience of the 
1.C.I. (Rexine) Limited in the manufacture of book cloths. 


COSTS NO MORE THAN COMMON WORK 


DUNN & WILSON LTD. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY FALKIRK 
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Obituary 
WALrer ALwyn Briscoe, 1876-1934. 


The summer of 1934 is shadowed for 
many of us by the untimely passing of W.A.B., 
as he so often signed himself, and as many of 
us knew him for years, which occurred on 
June 29th at his home at West Brigford. With 
him sixty-five years of continuous service given 
by the Briscoes to Nottingham Public 
Libraries. His father, John Potter Briscoe (1848- 
1926), was an active gracious influence in 
librarianship at a time when such steadying 
power as he had was needed; he served 
Nottingham as chief librarian for forty-seven 
years; edited and wrote much; and was an 
honorary fellow and vice-president of the 
Library Association. His only son, Walter, 
was born in 1876, and entered his father’s 
library at an early age. His youth’s enthusiasms 
were for athletics, and his first book, published 
in 1900, was Chronicles of a County Cricket Club. 
He became deputy librarian during his father’s 
later years, and succeeded him in 1916. For 
eighteen years, in a period of great expansion, 
with the generous aid of the Carnegie Trustees, 
he gave Nottingham a library service of which 
any city might be proud, with excellent branch 
libraries, and the crown of his work was a 
recreated central library. 


He had a great flair for publicity : he had 
intelle€tual goods to purvey, and he went out 
boldly to find his public. In The Lenton News 
he created a sort of local library newspaper, and 
his Library Bulletin (which was founded by his 
father) was always inspired with ideas; was 
more than a book-list. He became, as was 
natural, chairman of the Publicity Committee 
of the Library Association, in which capacity 
he planned his well-known Library Posters, and 
issued much press matter for good propaganda 
purposes. Some of his notions in this direétion 
are included in his slender little book, Library 
Advertising (1921). Another book, refle&ting 
his Nottingham work, was his Library Planning 
(1926), a well-illustrated account of some of the 
best libraries to that date. 


As became a good son of his city, he was 
deeply interested in local folk and activities. 
Captain Ball, V.C. (1918), and his Boy Hero of 
the Air (1927), both deal with the airman who 
is the pride of Nottingham, He also edited the 


Songs and Sonnets of the Nottingham poet, 
Arthur Hunt, and out of near neighbourhood 
sprang his Byron, the Poet (1924). He had 
returned to his early love in Cricket, Love and 


- Humour, in 1921; and his most recent con- 


siderable book was Horace, The Hero (1927), a 
novel, the title-page of which informed 
us that the “h” in Horace was silent 
as in rhubarb, and a note at the beginning 
advised anyone claiming identity with any 
character in the book that he would be prose- 
cuted. 

Of course I cannot write the life of Walter 
Briscoe in these few lines. He won the esteem 
of his colleagues on the Library Association 
Council so far that he became, on Mr. Pitt’s 
assumption of the Presidency, chairman of the 
Executive Committee. Alas, he was to preside 
over only a meeting or two before his illness 
overtook him. What I remember of him most 
was his ereét, stalwart and jovial progression 
through life; his smiling acceptance of 
criticisms when very occasionally he met them 
and the deft way in which he turned them aside, 
always with a joke without a sting in it. 
Jovial men are often without the more delicate 
shades of feeling. Not so W.A.B. He was 
kindliness itself. 1 believe a collection of his 
letters would be a most certain indication of 
this. He did not write for publication when 
he addressed his friends, but, out of a long 
correspondence, I give three of his briefest to 
me. The first was in answer to a request for a 
number of faéts, which he supplied :— 

August 6th, 1931. 
My dear Sayers (or W.C.B.S., or any old thing 
you like). 

I am sorry for the delay in replying, but 
holidays interfered with my good intentions. 
Herewith the information, along with my 


blessing. Yours sincerely, 
W.A.B. 


The second was not an answer, but, 


surely, was kind :— 
March 21st, 1932. 


My dear Sayers, 
My heartiest congratulations on your 
“ Manual of Children’s Libraries ”—an ex- 
cellent, comprehensive survey, full of good 
advice, information and interest. All the best, 
Yours ever, 


W.A.B. 
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BOOKS OF THE 
COUNTRYSIDE 


A series of Books portraying the and life of 
the Men and Women of the Countryside 
parts of Great Britain. 


ROUND ABOUT THE CROOKED STEEPLE—A Shropshire 
SIMON EVANS (A Shropshire Postman). (Third Rann) 
net 


SHETLAND : The Isles of Nightless Summer. 
WILLIAM MOFFATT, F.Z.S. Foreword by the late Sir 
ArTHuR THomson. 31 Photographs. (Second Edition) 7/6 net 
FORGOTTEN ENGLAND. 
Rev. H. E. G. ROPE. Foreword by D. B. WynpHam. 
Lewis 4/6 net 


THE MAGIC OF CORNWALL. 
FREDERICK |. COWLES. 39 Illustrations 
and Map 7/6 net 


DOWN ENGLISH LANES. 
LUKIN JOHNSTON. Foreword by Countess oF WILLINGDON 


24 Illustrations. 7/6 net 


AROUND BROOM LANE (Some Irish Tales). 
Mrs. WILLIAM O'BRIEN. 3/6 net 
BLITHE WATERS: Sheaves out of Suffolk. 
B. GRANVILLE BAKER. 55 pen and ink sketches by the 
Author and a Map. 7/6 net 


WAYSIDE PAGEANT—-The Old Country tells her secrets. 
W. L. ANDREWS and A. P. MAGUIRE. Foreword by Lorp 


Lonspate. 14 Illustrations. 3/6 net 
THE VIKING ISLES——Pen-Pictures from Shetland. 
PETER A. JAMIESON. 11 Sketches and a Map. 3/6 net 


AT ARDON BURF: More Tales from Shropshire. 
SIMON EVANS, Author of “ Round about the Crooked 
Steeple.” 3/6 net 

Bw FROM A YORKSHIRE DALE. 
J. F. ATKINSON, LL.B. Foreword by His Honour Jupce 


K.C, net 
AN ISLAND ROOING. 
JOAN GRIGSBY. Frontispiece and Map. 3/6 net 


HUMOURS OF VILLAGE LIFE: Tales from Yorkshire. 

J. FAIRFAX-BLAKEBOROUGH, M.C Foreword by 

Sir Atrrep Pease, Bert. (Second Edition) 3/6 net 
WILTSHIRE FOLK. 

ETHEL M. RICHARDSON, Author of “ The Story of Purton.” 

etc. 3/6 net 
A BOOK OF DEVONSHIRE PARSONS. 

BEATRIX F. CRESSWELL. Frontispiece. 3/6 net 


MARDLES FROM SUFFOLK (Tales of the South Folk). 


ERNEST READ COOPER, F.S.A. 3/6 net 
PAST AND PASSING : Tales from remote Sussex. 

RHODA LEIGH. 3/6 net 
CHESHIRE FOLK : Tales from the Cheshire Plain. 

WALTER GLADDEN. 3/6 net 


DEVON EXMOOR. 
WILL SHERRACOMBE, 2 Iilustratious anda Map. 2/6 net 


DOWN UNDER. A North Devon Medley. 


WILL SHERRACOMBE. Frontispiece. 2/6 net 
SKETCHES. 
EX CLEMENTS. Frontispiece. 2/6 net 


Heath Cranton Ltd. 


6 FLEET LANE LONDON, E.C.4 


FOR THE JUNIOR LIBRARY 
Books of permanent value and appeal 


DISCOVERY BOOKS 


which discover the world to young readers. 


Fdited by 
JOHN HAMPDEN and FREDA HOLMDAHL 
Each 2s. 6d. net. 
“New and exciting.”"—Observer. 


First Six: 
BRITISH AIRWAYS, by C. St. John Sprigg- 
AT WHIPSNADE ZOO, by Gladys Davidson, 

THE YOUNG CHEMIST, b 4 Sherwood Taylor, Ph.D. 
DISCOVERING FRANCE, by M. and E. Thiery. 
BEHIND THE CINEMA SCREEN, by Stuart Chesmore. 
ON THE SEASHORE, by L. R. Brightwell, F.Z.S. 
Others in the press. 


FAIRIES & ENCHANTERS 


By AMABEL WILLIAMS-ELLIS 
With over etghty tllustrations 
by Wilma Hickson 

Old English Fairy Tales. “A grand book—the best and 
least hackneyed coilection of fairy stories that has 
been made for many years. Tales and illustrations alike 
are for the connosseur, of any age.’’"— The Spectator. 
“The Pick of the bunch.’’—Rhoda Power. 


Cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. net. 


THENELSONIAN LIBRARY 


for boys and girls of all ages and all tastes. 
Edited by John Hampden, M.A. 
23 vols. Each 3s. 6d. net. 


This outstanding new series has a definite editorial 
policy and a hi igh standard in subject matter, tr 
illustrations and bdok production. The binding is 
particularly good and strong. The range is very wide: 
adventure, history, biography, science, religion, travel, 
natural history, myth and fairy tale, drama, etc. 


F ve new volumes in the press 
Prospectus post free 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, LTD. 
35-36 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4 
Parkside Works, Edinburgh 
91-93 Wellington Street West, Toronto 
381 Fourth Avenue, New York 


17 
X X » 
‘ae 
she 
‘ 
% 
= 


18 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


And the last letter I received from him 
was after a visit of the North Midland Branch 
of the L.A. to Chaucer House, when several of 
his assistants attended, and explains itself :— 
My dear Sayers, January 30th, 1934. 

I want to thank you for being so kind to 
my little flock. They were all very anxious to 
meet you, and all delighted to have the privilege 
of being with you as I knew they would be. | 
may say that it was at my suggestion that you 
were specially invited, and I very much regret 
that I was unable to join the merry band. | 
was only just getting over an illness and it was 
not considered advisable that I should take 
the risk of another chill. I hope to see you at 
the next Countil Meeting and, incidentally, | 
am glad that my vote helped to get you back 
on the Executive Committee. With many 
thanks and good wishes, Yoursever, W.A.B. 

I could have chosen longer letters but 
these three, I think, show the man. It is hard 
to realize what the home must be like where his 
visible presence is no longer. ‘The whole- 


hearted sympathy of all librarians will flow to it. 
W.C.B.S. 


Personal News 


Mr. D. S. Young, F.L.A., Librarian of the 
Minet Library (Lambeth and Camberwell 
joint) has been appointed Chief Librarian of 
Bournemouth Public Libraries. 

Mr. W. A. Munford, B.Sc., F.L.A., Chief 
Assistant, Ilford Public Libraries, has been 
appointed first Borough Librarian of Dover. 

Mr. B. Robinson, Deputy Librarian, to be 
Direétor of the Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery, Bootle. 

Miss Iris Bowden, junior Assistant, Hove, 
retires on her approaching Marriage. 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tue Lisrary Worwp would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topies of Professional fateret 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 


of each month.] 
ALTRINCHAM.—In the May number of 

the bulletin of the Altrincham Public Libraries 
is an article by Mr. L. R. McColvin on the 
value of publicity of every well organized 
library system. The Altrincham Junior Library 
has produced a pleasing stereotyped junior 
bulletin called Junior Joy. 


BURTON-UPON-TRENT. — A useful 
feature of the last few numbers of the Barton- 
upon-Trent Public Library Bulletin has been 
the articles on local place-names. 

BUXTON.—The bulletin of the Buxton 
Public Libraries is a pleasant little journal. In 
the May issue is an article on “ Some 
Derbyshire Books.” 

KING’S LYNN.—During the past year 
it is eStimated that over 145,000 volumes were 
issued from the King’s Lynn Public Libraries. 
This is seven volumes per annum per head of 
the population. 

LEEDS. — From the Leeds Public 
Libraries Commercial and Technical Library 
comes a useful list of books on the building 
trades. It seems a pity that no dates are given. 
LONDON (BerHNAL GREEN). — The 


. annual survey of additions published by the 


Bethnal Green Public Libraries is looked for- 
ward to by every librarian, because of the refresh- 
ing annotations. The latest issue covering the 
year 1933 is as interesting as usual. It seems 
unnecessary to give title entries, and we would 
suggest that they were dropped next year, and 
thus room for further annotations given. It is 
the best pennyworth in library literature on the 
market. 

LONDON (BritisH Lisrary oF 
CAL AND Economic SCIENCE). — Many 
librarians will learn with regret that owing 
to re-organization of the Library it has been 
decided to discontinue the publication of the 
Bulletin of the B.L. of P.E.S. for the present. 
Its many special bibliographies have made 
it of great use to librarians all over the 
world. The list of additions and of duplicates 
available for exchange will still be circulated to 
libraries wishing to receive them. 


LIVERPOOL.—The James Carlton Stitt 
Collection of Bookplates has been bequeathed 
to the Liverpool Public Libraries. This 
valuable collection comprises one of the most 
complete individual colleétions in this country. 
Mr. Carlton Stitt was well-known among 
bookplate colleétors as an authority on the 
subje& and his advice was sought from all 
parts of the world. To students of Ex-Libris 
the Liverpool Colleétion will rank second to 
the important Franks Collection in the British 
Museum. Mr. Carlton Stitt held important 
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THE LUTTERWORTH 
LIBRARY 


VOL. 4. 
RELIGION & THE EUROPEAN MIND. _8By Prof. ADOLF KELLER, DD., LL.D. 


This is the only book in English which shows the deeper fundamental problems underlying the present changes 
in the religious life of Europe, and points out in a powerful and convincing manner their universal significance. 


VOL. 3. 6/- net. 
THE MEDIATOR. A Study of the Central Doctrine of the Christian Faith. 
By EMIL BRUNNER, Professor of Theology in Zurich. Translated by OLIVE WYON. 


Professor Brunner is one of the outstanding theological thinkers and leaders of this generation. In this book 
we have a veritable mine of information for preachers and teachers as they seek to deal with that which 
constitutes the very heart of the Gospel. 20/- 


VOL. 2. 
KARL BARTH AND CHRISTIAN UNITY. By Prof. ADOLF KELLER, D.D., LL.D. 


Anyone trying to form a judgment in our chaotic times of the difficulties and the outlook of present-day 
Christianity must certainly read Dr. Keller’s book.—Dr. Apotr Derssman, of the University of Berlin. 


Vol. |. 10/6 net. 
THE ORIGINAL JESUS [Der Goldgrund des Lebensbildes Jesu} Translated by L. M. STALKER. 
By OTTO BORCHERT, D.D., Awsthor of “Der Tod Jesu Im Lichte Seiner Eigenen Worte und Taten.”’ 


The book is in clear and simple language, a welcome contrast to most English translations of German theological 
works.— Morning Post. 12 /6 net. 


THE LUTTERWORTH PRESS 4, BOUVERIE STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 


Riley’s Fiction Binding 


First introduced by us at the Harrogate Conference, is in great 
demand from all parts of the country. So successful has been 
its appeal that we have had to increase our staff still further 
and have had difficulty in keeping pace with the flow of orders. 
We are able to assure our customers that we can now cope 
with orders on a normal basis. . 


In addition to re-binding, about 5,000 books per month are 
sold by us in our bindings — a tribute to the sound economy 
of this method of purchase. 


B. RI LEY & CO. Lo., BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 


366 Leeds Road, Huddersfield 
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positions in the English Ex-Libris Society 
and was the author of various papers on the 
subjeét, including his Standard work on 
“ English Ladies’ Armorial Book-plates ” and 
“Notes on English Ex-Libris from 1574- 
1830” for the Exhibition held in Liverpool in 
January, 1895. To the Liverpool Museums, 
the late Mr. Carlton Stitt bequeathed his 
colle&tion of about two thousand lantern 
slides, illustrating his travels in various parts 
of the world. This collection will form a 
valuable addition to the already extensive 
collection of slides in the museum. The Chief 
Librarian (Mr. J. F. Smith) was responsible for 
the suggestion that these valuable and extensive 
collections should come into the possession of 
the Liverpool Libraries and Museums—and it 
was while talking to the late Mr. Stitt in 
Oétober last in his study at his home that he 
(Mr. Stitt) decided to will them to the city. 


MANCHESTER.—Their Majesties The 
King and Queen have graciously consented to 
open the new Central Library on Tuesday, 
July 17th. In the May number of The Man- 
chester Librarian appears a resumé of a broad- 
cast talk by Mr. Charles Nowell, the Chief 
Librarian, broadcast from the Manchester 
Studio of the B.B.C. in March, concerning 
the removal to the new Central Library. 


MANSFIELD.—In the Mansfield Public 
Libraries there is a special collection of Stamps, 
numbering over 2,000, in the Junior Lib- 
rary, and stamp sales are organised regu- 
larly, from the proceeds of which new stamps 
are purchased for the collection. Although the 
librarian can do much useful extension 
work, we think anything which must only 
appeal to a limited number of members (and 
that the class which will not need encourage- 
ment in their hobbies) is to be deprecated. 


NEWPORT.—From the Newport Public 
Libraries we have received a most valuable 
amphlet, O/d Deeds and Official Records as a 
actor in the History of Monmouthshire. \t is a 
plea for the proper care of local records, and 
an endeavour to show how the history of a 
place is preserved in old documents and deeds. 
The appeal is mainly to lords of manots, 
lawyers, estate agents, and landowners, who 
may have in their possession numerous 
records which are no longer of legal value, 
asking them to give them or present them on 
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loan to the local depository, in this instance 
the Newport Public Libraries. The survey is 
so well done that it will no doubt be an 
example to other library authorities. 

NOTTINGHAM.—The whole of the 
Spring number of the Nottingham Public 
Libraries Bulletin is devoted to books on 
Cricket History and Technique. The Reference 
Library at Nottingham contains many rare and 
valuable books on the game, presented by 
Councillor E. H. Lee, ].P., Mr. A. W. Shelton 
and Mr. P. J. Bishop. 

SAINT ALBANS.—In the Saint Albans 
Public Library Record of New Additions 
particulars are given of numerous volumes 


added. 


Library Reports 
By Herperr C, SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

CHESTERFIELD Public Library.—Annual Report 
for the year ending 31$t March, 1934. 
Librarian, L. C. Jackson. Population, 
64,146. Rate, 2.77d. Income from Rate, 
£3,310. Stock: Lending, 20,940; Junior, 
2,669; Reference, 2,406; Delivery Station, 
1,731 ; Schools and Hospital, 2,079. Addi- 
tions, 5,672. Withdrawals, 4,540. Issues : 
Lending, 345,936; Junior, 54,643; De- 
livery Station, 21,951; Schools, 20,973 ; 
Hospital, 4,280. Borrowers, 19,288; extra 
tickets, 7,610. 

CheSterfield is one of the few libraries who can 
show an increased circulation during the past year. 
This amounts to 20,000, and, following as it does the 
48,000 increase reported last year, may be considered a 
most gratifying return. The Library did not suffer a cut 
in its income during the slump, and the interest of 
borrowers who were enrolled during that period has 
been retained. These are some of the faétors which 
have helped towards building up such a successful 
year’s work. 30 per cent. of the population are regis- 
tered readers, and 69 non-residents are paying 5s. per 
annum for the privilege of using the library. A new 
innovation which has proved a success was the opening 
of the library all day on Wednesdays instead of closing 
at 1 o'clock. This step was taken so as to spread over 
the whole week the high issues obtaining on the days 
before and after the ah closing day. 

Public Libraries.—46th Annual Re- 
port. Borough Librarian, William T. Creed, 
A.L.A. Population, 148,200. Rate, 1.5d. 
Income from Rate, £7,254. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 59,408 ; Reference, 16,578. Additions, 
5,131. Withdrawals, 3,819. Issues; Lend- 
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EMPIRE UNITY AND DEFENCE 
MAJ.-GEN. FULLER, c.s., D.s.o. 
10/6 net 

“ Will be a classic of the zoth century, 
and should be in every library.” 
—Army, Navy ad. Air Force Gazette. 


CAN WE LIMIT WAR? 
HOFFMANN NICKERSON 
8/6 net 
“ An original piece of work compelling 
thought ... practical as no other study 
I have seen on the subject can be called 
ILAIRE BELLOC. 


DECASUALIZATION OF DOCK 
LABOUR 
W. HAMILTON WHYTE 
5/- net 
“With knowledge, insight, and impar- 
—The Times Literary Supplement. 


ARROWSMITH, 8 Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.1 


SEVENTY ODES OF HORACE 
Translated into English Verse, with 
Notes and Latin Text, by 
H. B. MAYOR 
7/6 net 

Formerly Classical VIth Form Master 
at Clifton College. For each ode Latin 
and English are on facing pages. 


MODERN STATES SERIES 
Edited by PROF. MOWAT 
Each volume 3/6 net, cloth bound, with 

maps, index, bibliography. 

Already Published: |APAN, RUSSIA, SOUTH 
AFRICA, CANADA. As/umm,1934: SPAIN, 
POLAND. 1935: Turkey, Egypt, U.S.A., 


etc. 
. . . “ate admirable pieces of work, 
and, while dealing intelligently with past 
history, pay special attention to recent 
O’ London’s Weekly. 


STARRS LIBRARY BINDINGS 


WE have not succumbed to the temptation to sacrifice strength 


for cheapness. 


Although our prices are competitive, we still retain hidden sources of 
strength in split boards, loose back work calico lined, and “‘protected”’ 
leather, even in our lower priced styles. They will help even an inferior 
book to give longer wear, and you pay no more for it. 


We give you a first class job, whether in our cheaperrstyles, or better 


bindings. 


Various styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, 


Refinement and Reliability. 


GIVE US A TRIAL, PLEASE ! 


JAMES STARR & SONS LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
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ing, 547,226; Reference, 68,595. Borrowers, 
23,307; extra tickets, 22,850. Branches, 2. 

The development of commercial circulating 
libraries in the Borough is Stated to be the cause of the 
decline in the issues for the year. The circulation of 
fi&ion dropped by 66,000, which seems to prove the 
truth of the above Statement. Mr. Creed, however, 
finds a measure of consolation in the faét that these 
libraries probably create readers, who are potential 
users of the public library. The Central children’s 
library was patronised more than those at the branches, 
and an increase of 3,392 was recorded. A local history 
society has been founded and has stimulated a very real 
interest in the history of the Borough. As a result of 
this, and public le€tures on the subjeét, many valuable 

ifts have been received for the local collection. An 

nternational Exhibition of Lithography, 1914-1934, 
was held at the Central Library and attracted well over 
1,000 visitors. A series of Bye-laws for the Libraries, 
to replace the Regulations made by the Council in 1908, 
have been confirmed by the Board of Education. 
Hornsey Public Libraries.—35th Annual Re- 

port. Borough Librarian, |. G. Faraday. 
Population, 95,523. Income from Rate, 
£9,851. Stock: Lending, 23,198; Refer- 
ence, 3,695 ; Branches, 45,300. Additions, 
5,801. Withdrawals, 2,607. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 204,573; Branches, 505,461. Bor- 
rowers, 20,085; extra tickets, 12,377. 
Branches, 3 
The above Report points to a continuation of 
aétive and efficient public service. The book circula- 
tion compares most favourably with that of other years, 
although the Central library experienced a slight decline. 

One of the branch libraries returned a substantial 
increase. Special efforts are being made to build up the 

reference colleétion, and a number of important 
additions were made during the year. The libraries 

purchased a good colleéion of local prints and pictures, 
and this Report contains an annotated list of those which 
are now on exhibition in the Muswell Hill library. To 
expedite the service between the Central and Branch 
libraries a motor van makes a round three times per 
week. A set of decorative panels, the work of the 

Hornsey School of Art, were unveiled at the Muswell 

Hill library. 

Norwicu Public Libraries.—Annual Report 
for the year ending 31$t March, 1934. City 
Librarian, Geo. A. Stephen, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 126,207. Income from Rate, £7,699. 
Stock: Lending, 44,422; Branches, 25,525. 


Additions, 4,330. Issues: Lending, 
236,322; Reference, 47,892; Branches, 
231,711. Borrowers, 20,640. Branches, 3 


The year under review has witnessed no “out- 
Standing events, but all branches of the work have been 
Steadily maintained. The total issues are not quite so 
high as in the previous year, which was the year 
in the history of the libraries, but it is felt that the decline 
is mainly due to the improvement in economic con- 


ditions, and to the lesser number of days the libraries 
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were open. The Earlham branch library alone returned 

an increase in output. Many additions, including 37 

albums of newspaper cuttings, were made to the local 

collection. Public lectures were held fortnightly 
instead of weekly, and an excellent attendance was 
maintained throughout the season. Supplies of books 
are lent to H.M. Prison, many of the volumes being 
specially requisitioned by the prisoners themselves. 

A special “ Burne-Jones centenary exhibition was 

held during the year. 

SouTHEND-ON-SeA Public Libraries and 
Museum.—28th Annual Report. Borough 
Librarian and Curator, William Pollitt, F.S.A., 
F.L.A. Population, 133,000. Stock: Lend- 


ing, 29,872; Junior, 12,252; Reference, 
7,802; Branches, 22,374. Additions, 8,563. 
Withdrawals, 5,803. Issues: Lending, 
430,607; Reference, 32,955; Branches, 
422,680; Schools, 119,143. Borrowert’s 
tickets in force, 45,383. Branches, 2. 


For the past twelve years the book circulation has 
been increasing at the average rate of 67,000 volumes 
annually. This rate has been checked in the year just 
closed and the total issued was 279 less than in 1932-33, 
when an increase of 70,000 was recorded. It thus seems 
that Southend has not been effeéted by the various 
influences which have caused a drop in output of the 
majority of libraries in this country. The Central 
lending library actually had an increase of 4,157 over 
the previous year. The Librarian has under preparation 
a report on the page of library facilities in the 
areas newly added to the Borough. Two new school 
libraries have already been established in these distri€ts. 
An extension of the museum is also under contempla- 
tion. A large oil painting representing the re-fitting of 
Blake’s fleet at Leigh in 1652-3 has been placed in the 
Central Library, and another — the building of 
Prittlewell Priory is being added this year. 


Revision of Stock 
A LIST OF NEW EDITIONS. 
By Frep Barvow. 


THE purpose of the notes which follow is not 
only to give a list of the new editions of 
important books, but particularly to show to 
what degree, if any, they have been revised. 


AsHpown (A. M.) A Complete System of 
Nursing for Male Nurses. Jilus. 1934. 
(Dent, 12s. 6d.) 

This book is identical with the 1932 edition of the 
Complete Syftem of Nursing, first published in 1917, save 
that the chapters on the diseases and nursing of women 
and children are omitted. There are several new 
additions. 

Bappe ey (M. J. B.) The English Lake Distriét. 
Maps. Ed. 16. 1934. (Ward Lock, 6s.) 

This well-known guide has been brought up to 
date and generally revised to present day conditions. 
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LIBRARIANS you want 


LANTERN 
SLIDES 


For Lecturers, Education 
and Instruction. 


Have them produced in that high-grade 
quality that will be a credit to you and 
your audiences 

BY 


F. H. MARLOW 


16 LITTLE PORTLAND STREET 


Oxford Circus, LONDON, W.1 
Phone, Langham 2739 Est. 1921 


Why not call and inspect the examples 
whilst at the Conference 


LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 


(University of London) 
The Publications of the School include :— 
A London Bibliography of the Social 
Sciences. 


4 vols. Paper covers, 
£6 6s.; buckram, 4&7 7s. (First 
Supplement, paper covers, £1 Is) 

Series of Reprints of Scarce Tracts in 
Economic and Political 
Eighteen works published to date. 
List free on request. 


Economica. A Journal devoted to 
Economics, Economic History and 
Statistics. Issued four times a year. 
Annual Subscription, 15s. 


Politica. A Journal devoted to Political 
Science, Sociology, International Law 
and Relations, and allied subjects. 
Issued twice a year. Annual Sub- 
scription, 7s. 6d. 

Further details of these, and of the other 
publications of the School, may be obtained 
post free upon application to the Publications 
Department, The London’ School of 
Economics and Political Science, Houghton 
Street, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 


MORE 
THIS 


BOOKS 
YEAR 


* 
WHITAKER’S 
CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST 


JANUARY—JUNE, 1934 
@ will be published on July [8th @ 


giving the complete list of all books published between January 
and June of this year in both Alphabetical and Classified Lists 


6/- NET. 


J. WHITAKER & SONS, LTD., 12 WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 
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Burns (Tommy) Scientific Boxing and Self 
Defence. Ed. 3. 1934. (Link House, 
2s. 6d.) 

This book was first written some twenty-five years 
ago, and now the author says “ I have little to and 

Still less to deduét.” 


Ers (J. I..) Brahms. The Master Musicians. 
Ed. 2. 1934. (Dent, 4s. 6d.) 
The text of the 1905 edition has been retained, with 
but little revision, which has been carried out by the 
editor, Eric Blom, with the approval of the author. 


Hersert (S.) An Introduction to the Physiology 
and Psychology of Sex. JTi/lus. Ed. 3. 
1934. (Black, 6s.) 

To the editions of 1917 and 1918 there has now 
been added a new chapter on the unconscious factors 
of sex. 

MacponaLp (Sir George) The Roman Wall 
in Scotland. IJilus., maps, plans. Ed. 2. 
1934. (O.U.P., 30s.) 

Of the text of the 1911 edition the four introduc- 
pa chapters have been revised and amplified. The 

se eight chapters have been so completely re- 
vite § t the work is now practically a new book. 

Ricurer (V. von) Organic Chemistry. V. I. 
The Aliphatic Series. Ed. 3, translated and 
revised by E. M. Allott. 1934. (Kegan 
Paul, 35s.) 

This is a translation of the 12th German edition, 
published after the last English revision in 1919. The 
arrangement of the book remains the same, but the 
text is now some eighty pages longer. 

SARGEANT (E. W.) Centrifugal Pumps and 
Suction Dredgers. J//us. Ed. 3. 1934. 
(Griffin, 15s.) 

There have been no omissions from the text of the 
edition of 1916, and a few short paragraphs have been 
added. The chapter on Centrifugal Sewage Pumping 
Machinery has been entirely re-written. New matter, 
consisting largely of tables, has been incorporated in 
some twenty pages of appendices. 

ScuHaFer (Sir E. Sharpey-) Essentials of His- 
tology, edited by H. M. Carleton. I//us. 
Ed. 13. 1934. (Longmans, 15s.) 

The first edition of 1885 has been revised at 
intervals by the author. The changes in the present 
volume are the sole work of the editor, who has re- 
written some of the seétions on blood-corpuscles and 
ossification. A number of old illustrations have been 
replaced by new ones photographically reproduced. 
Scorr (M. S.) Beethoven. The Mafter Musicians. 

1934. (Dent, 4s. 6d.) 

This is an entirely new work, and not a revision 

of the earlier Beethoven volume in this series. 


Wiutiams (C. F. A.) Bach. The Master 


Musicians. Ed. 2. 1934. (Dent, 4s. 6d.) 
The edition of 1900 has been very considerably 
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revised owing to the discovery of so many new faéts 
concerning Bach. 
Wrison (R. M.) Monarchy or Money Power. 
Ed. 2. 1934. (Eyre and Spottiswoode, 6s.) 
To the edition of last year there is now added a 
section dealing with President Roosevelt’s policy. 


Book-Selection Guide 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
Boox-Auction Recorps. <A Priced and 


Annotated Quarterly Record of London, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book- 


Auétions. Volume 31, Part 2. Demy 8vo, 
wrappers, pp. 117-206. London, Stevens 
Son and Stiles, June, 1934. 30s. met per 
annum. 


B.A.R. has 2,275 records of books sold during 
January-March of this year. A somewhat smaller 
number than during the same period last year. It is 
very essential to keep in touch with these latest records, 
as prices have been and are Still varying almost from 
month to month. 

CATALOGUE OF THE SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS 
IN THE LiBRARIES OF AusTRALIA. Supple- 
ment, 1928-1933. Edited by C. A. McCallum 
and D. W. I. Cannam. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 
xx., 453. Melbourne, Commonwealth of 
Australia, Council of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, 1934. 5s. net. 

The original Union List contained some 35,000 
entries of Scientific Periodicals in the libraries of 
Australia. This Supplement adds over 10,000 to this 
number. The scientific workers of the Dominion are to 
be congratulated on this co-ordination of their resources. 


ALLEN (Fletcher) A Wayfarer in Belgium. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 208. London, 
Methuen, 1934. 7s. 6d. net. 

Those who wish to understand the peculiar 

ychology of the Belgium people will find this more 
helpful than many formal histories. The story of their 
fight for independence is given, and the emergence of 
their cylture, the more recent history of their war-swept 
country, and an account of the real life of the 
countryside. 

BatsFrorp (Harry) and Fry (Chafles) The 
Cathedrals of England. With a Foreword by 
Hugh Walpole. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. x., 118. London, Batsford, 1934. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The most recent advances in Photo 
been utilised to produce the plates in this 
are of a remarkable clearness in their Rotation dt 
the most minute architeétural and ornamental detail. 
The text is excellent. We hope that this is a first volume 
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A. M. HALDANE 


(THE LIBRARY BOOK SUPPLY CO.) 


Good Selection of New 
Books Remainders 
always in Stock 


JUVENILE BOOKS 
A SPECIALITY 


Librarians are invited 


to call and inspect 


4 CARLTON ST., S.W.1 


(2 minutes from Piccadilly Circus) 


ARGONAUT 
TRAVEL SERIES 


THE MOST NOBLE AND FAMOUS TRAVELS OF 
MARCO POLO. 

With Introduction Notes and Appendixes by 
N. M. Penzer, M.A. 

Limited to 1,050 copies-at 42s. net. 

THE VOYAGES OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 

Now newly translated and edited with an Intro- 
duction and Notes by Cecil Jane. 

Limited to 1,050 copies at 42s. net. 

A NEW ACCOUNT OF THE EAST INDIES: BEING 
THE OBSERVATIONS AND REMARKS OF 
CAPT. ALEXANDER HAMILTON, WHO SPENT 
HIS TIME THERE FROM THE YEAR 1688 ro 1723. 

Edited with an Introduction ond Notes by Sir 
William Foster, C.1.E. 
Limited to 975 copies at 63s. net. ‘2 vols. 

THE VOYAGES OF THE CABOTS AND THE 
ENGLISH DISCOVERY OF NORTH AMERICA 
UNDER HENRY VII, AND HENRY VIII. 

By James A. Williamson, D.Litt. 

Limited to 1,050 copies at 38s. net. 
DAMPIER’S VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES. 
With an Introduction by Clennell Wilkinson. 

Limited to 975 copies at 30s. net. 


ESSAYS OF THE YEAR. 
Brown. 5s. ne 


SNEAD LIBRARY 
SYSTEM 


comprising 


BOOKSTACKS, SHELVING, BOOK 
TRANSPORT, ILLUMINATION, AIR 
CONDITIONING AND GENERAL 
STACK AND LIBRARY PLANNING 
: has been installed in 


Manchester Central Library 

The London School of Economics 

The Educational Library of the London 
County Hall 

The Rare Book Library,Guildhall, London 

The Radcliffe Science Library, Oxford 

The Library of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects 


Address enquiries to :— 


LUXFER LIMITED 


16, HILL STREET, FINSBURY 
LONDON, E.C.2 


BOOK JACKETS 


THE CLEAR TITLE WINDOW JACKETS 


All librarians who run 9 
their libraries on the @ 
modern “‘openaccesstothe | 
shelves” system should | 
send for samples of the 
“Clear Title” Window 
Jackets. These jackets 
reduce the cost of depreci- = " 
ation to a minimum, will yal tters 
transform a lot of old Patent, (acaled 
books into an attractive R 
library and at the same time give a clear view 
of the title and author, 


— for a copy of our new 
FRE ogue No, 20 which gives a 

fal list ist and prices of Handbills, 
Showcards, Posters and dozens of other useful 
library requisites, 


THE BOOK JACKET CO. 
317 New King’s Road, London, S.W.6 
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of a series. Abbeys and Castles might both be treated in 
similar style with the same excellent results. 


Brrmeap (Richard) French Polishing and 
Enamelling. A Praétical Work of Instruc- 
tion, including Numerous Recipes for 
making Polishes, Varnishes, Glaze-Lacquers, 
Revivers, etc. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 112. 
London, Technical Press, 1934. 2s. 6d. net. 

A concise handbook written in non-technical 

Style. The numerous recipes sound very praétical. 

Intended primarily for those in the trade, it will also be 

of use to the amateur at home. 


Brown (Kenneth) Everyman’s Dog. His 
Upbringing and Education from First 
Principles. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 
92. London, Pitman, 1934. 3s. 6d. net. 

This is written for the average dog owner, who 
keeps his pet for company’s sake. It explains in a most 
attractive style how the dog should be trained from 
puppyhood, its feeding and treatment in illness. The 
author maintains that few people understand dogs and 
are thus apt to sentimentalise over their rar te and 
understanding. 

Fiicutr (Claude) The Art and Craft of Lino 
Cutting and Printing. Illustrated. 8vo, 
boards, cloth back, pp. xiv., 66. London, 
Batsford, 1934. 3s. 6d. net. 

The linoleum print has had more than a passing 
vogue, especially since the London Exhibition of 1929. 
As an art form it is especially suitable for children, the 
aétual physical processes involved being well within 
their strength, while it also serves as an excellent means 
of developing their visual gifts. 

Jonegs (H. T.) and Barser (W. R.) Metal Work 
for Senior Schools. Illus. 4to, cloth, pp. 
128. London, Pitman, 1934. §s. net. 

Provides a sound three years introdu€tory course 
of metal work for boys of twelve and upwards. a 
out the book the less skilful pupil has been kept well in 
mind so that it is eminently suitable for the average 
class. Benchwork, a work, copper work and 


forging are all deal wi ys a being made as to 
specialised work of a more nature in the 
last year. 


Ke.ier (Adolf) Religion and the European 
Mind. 8vo, cloth, pp. 208. London, 
Lutterworth Press, 1934. 6s. net. 

The dispute in the German Church of to-day is 
probably the most important current theological 
problem. Those who wish to understand the spiritual 
as well as the political significance of the rman 
——— will find this book valuable in supplying 

theological background. The Appendices include 
summaries of many of the important documents 
involved, such as the Constitution of the German 

Evangelical Church. 


Kraerzer (Arthur F.) Your Long-S 
Stomach, Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp- 126. 
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London, Allen and Unwin, 1934. 3s. 6d. 


net. 
A witty and amusing but i to eating 
and diet. The author condemns health foods, excessive 
use of salads and fruit, also all other “ fancy ” diets, 
pow advocates balanced meals with plenty of meat and 
well cooked vegetables. 


Leakey (L. S. B.) Adam’s Ancestors. An 
Up-to-Date Outline of what is known about 


the Origin of Man. With a Foreword by 
Sir F. Gowland Hopkins. Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xx., 244. London, Methuen, 


1934. 78. 6d. net. 
To those who find that modern theories as to 


Man’s early history are becoming extremely involved 
and complex this will undoubtedly bring great illu- 
mination. The evidence is carefully sifted and the 
different periods, and sub-divisions of periods, accu- 
rately tabulated. 


Leccetr (H. W.) The Idea in Fiction. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 158. London, Allen and 
Unwin, 1934. 55s. net. 

The novel of to-day is in a State of ferment, it has 
not yet evolved a tradition out of experiment. To those 
however whose novel-reading is chiefly confined to the 
more eStablished authors this Study should prove 
Stimulating. It is primarily intended for the book- 
lover and endeavours to trace the exaé relationship 
between the Novelist, his Charaéters and the Reader. 


Linpsay (Jack) Medieval Latin Poets. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 276. London, Mathews and 


Marrot, 1934. 7s. 6d. net. 

The scholar with his prejudices is apt to forget that 
Latin was a living vehicle of communication and 
culture for a thousand years after Claudian and 
Ausonius. This anthology, the only one to cover the 
pane’. covers the period a.p. 400-1400. It includes 

h the great Christian hymns, the works of the first 
troubadours, and the lyrics of those who carried on the 
tradition of the pagan lyric poets. 

Lucas (Netley) and Granam (Evelyn) My 
Selves. With a Foreword by Sir James 
Purves-Stewart. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 356. 
London, Arthur Barron, 1934. 10s. 6d. net. 

The versatile author (to use a kindly adje&ive in 
place of one less complimentary) seems to glory, as is 
only to be expeéted, in his numerous delinquencies. 
He has even procured an introduétion from a physician 
to explain them pathologically. We are ¢ to 
believe in his reform, but can we ? 

McCasz (Joseph) The Riddle of the Universe 
To-Day. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 250. London, 
Watts, 1934. 5s. net 

It is largely believed that recent advances in the 
fields of Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy have 

pletely destroyed the larger theories of life based on 
the py ame ft of Science of fifty years ago. Mr. 

McCabe is out to prove that there has been no con- 

siderable revision in the fundamental theorisings of 


science and that tly a materialistic monism 

is more credible to-day than ever. 

Ruys (Jocelyn) The Fateful Diamonds. Illus- 
trated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 232. London, 
Watts, 1934. 7s. 6d. net. 

A clever and well-balanced study of the Affair of 
the Diamond Necklace. There is no attempt here to 
manufaéture colour and romance, nor to Stretch the 
Story in any direétion for the sake of sensation. Faéts 
are noted and charaéters are correétly drawn. The 
author has a very fair sense of proportion. 


Rott (Erich) About Money. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 
pp- 256. London, Faber, 1934. 7s. 6d. net. 
The understanding of finance in its present-day 
complicated form is no easy matter and the author 
here sets out to instruét the layman and the Student 
in the elementary nature of monetary problems—no 
easy task, but one which merits a reward. * 
of people would be glad to have a working knowledge 
of financial conditions and would find this handbook 
a thoroughly praétical and useful guide. 


Scorr (Cyril) Music. Its Secret Influence 
throughout the Ages. Frontis. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 222. London, Rider, 1934. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A Stimulating book. The subjeét is dealt with in a 

mannerdifferent from that which the title would lead us to 

. It is an attempt to show how the work of each 

individual composer has moulded to a greater or lesser 

the customs, morals and mental aétivities of his 

times. Few will probably accept the author’s opinions 
as regards the occult. 

Strwett (Edith) Bath. [Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 288. London, Faber, Reissue, 
1934. 7S. 6d. net. 

Men of War and Fashion, Writers, Artists, AGtors, 

f and Opera Stars move across the crowded 

Stage of Bath in this charmingly written, produced and 

illustrated book. Miss Sitwell again indaiges in her 

delight in Eccentricity and the Eccentrics so that there 
is a con$tant Stream of quaint, humorous and odd 

anecdotes. The work deserves its reissue at a 

lower price. 

Workman (BE. W.) Economy and Control 
Through Office Method. The Vee System. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, viii. 104. London, Pitman, 
1934. 7S. 6d. net. 

Here we have a new business system calculated to 

e&t and control the clerical aétivities of business 
uses. Cheapness, speed and accuracy are the desirable 
factors, whilst the obje& aimed at is, of course, increase 
of business. It is well worth the manager’s while to 

Study this praétical handbook and try out the plan. 


FICTION. 
ArmstronG (Anthony) and SHaw (Herbert) 
Ten Minute Alibi. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 218. 
London, Methuen, 1934. 35. 6d. net. 


In spite of the fa& that this story made such a 
remarkable success on the Stage it is difficult to say that 
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W.H.SMITH & SON 


LIBRARY SALES DEPARTMENT 


are invited to visit our Show- 
room at Strand Houte, and te inspect our 

wide selection of recent Travel, Biography, 

Miscelianceus Literature and Fiction. 


W.H.SMITH & SON 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

Strand House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2 

LIBRARY SHOWROOM (Entrance “ B.”’) 
Telephone: Holborn 4343 


W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd., Stramd House, London, W.C.2 


it reads well. The duplication of the murder episode 
is distin&tly weak and villain is too villainous. 
AsHprook (Harriette) The Murder of Sigurd 
Sharon. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 280. London, 
Eldon Press, 1934. 78s. 6d. net. 
Quite a good deteStive story. The number of 


false leads is rather trying but it is doubtful whether 
many readers will guess the real solution. 


Browne (Douglas G.) Plan XVI. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. viii., 276. London, Methuen, 
1934. 78. 6d. net. 

Bloodthirsty readers will enjoy this Story. Plan 
XVI. was worked out irrespe&tive of human life. It 
came unstuck at the end of course. It may be sug- 
gested that when the Proud Sons of Ra attempted 
a rather similar conspiracy they did not find it necessary 
to do so much killing but pedians they were wrong. 
Ciouston (J. Storer) The Chemical Baby. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 316. London, Jenkins, 
1934. 7s. 6d. net. 

The opening words of Chapter XII. are, “‘ The 
worst of being funny is the difficulty of keeping it 
up.” We agree. 

Dawe (Carlton) The Law of the Knife. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, Ward Lock, 
1934. 38. 6d. net. 

What a blessing Soviet Russia has been to the 
thriller writers. The most of criminals is 
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always a secret agent of the Communists and is 

by one of those wonderful (and generally ugly) male 

angels of the British Secret Service. The knife throw- 

ing in this Story is very prominent. 

Drpetor (Roger Francis) Murder in the Bath. 
Translated from the French by Elisabeth 
Abbott. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 302. London, 
Lippincott, 1933. 7s. 6d. net. 

n interesting account of the proceedings of Paris 
deteGtives in a very complicated murder case. It is 
= well worked out, although these wonderful 

isguises “ give one furiously to think.” 


Goopcuitp (George) McLean Plays a Hand. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, Ward 
Lock, 1934. 3s. 6d. net. 

Chief Inspeétor McLean is on the track of the 
master-spy, “ K.’’ After a series of violent explosions, 
abdudtions and aeroplanes in flames, sufficient to 
thrill the most experienced thrill fan, the end is reached 
which entitles the chief inspetor to one of his favourite 
holidays, coupled with entomological investigations. 


Goopwin (John) King’s Elm MyStery. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 414. London, Jenkins, 
1934. 78. 6d. net. 

The end of this excellent mystery is certainly a 
surprise. It is also much more of a Story than many of 
the yarns issued to-day. 


Graves (Robert) I, Claudius. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 494. London, Barker, 1934. 8s. net. 

Probably rather heavy for most people’s tastes but 
certainly a magnificent reconstruction of Imperial 
Rome in a period full of corruption, blasphermy, 
treachery, black magic and insane cruelty. On the 
whole, though, we wish Mr. Graves would keep to a 
more obje@tive and orthodox form. 

Hammett (Dashiell) The Thin Man. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 284. London, Barker, 1934. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The most extraordinary thing about The Thin 
Man is the marvellous number of drinks consumed. 
On nearly every page they occur in bulk. Apart from 
this the Story goes like an express and is quite worth 
reading. 

Heposs (Sid G.) Plague Panic. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 312. London, Jenkins, 1934. 7s. 6d. 
net. 


The record of a world danger. The theft of a 
test tube containing the bacilli of a plague which 
threatened disaster on the greatest scale. The thrilling 
escapades which the hero and heroine go through and 
their final triumph are well told. 


STEEMAN (Stanislas-Andre) The Night of the 
12th—13th. Translated from the French by 
Elisabeth Abbott. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 306. 


London, Lippincott, 1933. 7s. 6d. net. 
The translator of this French deteétive story has 
managed to retain the original style very effe&tively. It 
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is difficult to say that the reader will solve the problem 
before the last chapter, but the solution is not quite 
satisfactory. 


Touss arnt-SaMat (Jean) Shoes that had 
Walked Twice. Translated from the French 
by Elisabeth Abbott. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
316. London, Lippincott, 1933. 7s. 6d. net. 

A really good Story except for the slightly exag- 
rated Style. This we expeé ina translation from the 
tench. The clue mentioned in the title is good, and 
ought to lead to a discovery of the solution. But it is 


not as easy as all that. 


Wits (Cecil M.) Author in Distress. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 318. London, Heritage, 1934. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wills is a believer in the hereditary detedtive. 
His Sergeant Boscobell was the son of Chief Super- 
intendent Boscobell of Scotland Yard. His opportunity 
came when Mr. Trevellyan, of Parminster Court, rang 
up the police to announce that he had just shot a man. 
The Story is quite good, but why Mr. Wills finds it 
necessary to have Audrey abduéted it is diffcult to say. 
This kind of cliché is becoming annoying. 


Scottish Library Association 


Tue twenty-third Annual Conference of the 
Scottish Library Association was held in the 
lesser City Hall, Perth, on Tuesday, z9th, and 
Wednesday, 30th May, 1934, and was attended 
by 183 members and delegates. 

On Tuesday afternoon the Association 
was accorded a civic welcome by the Lord 
Provost and Magistrates. Lord Provost 
Hunter in his address of welcome said that 
he did not think anything had been more 
remarkable during the past two generations 
than the development of public libraries. 
Nowadays there was no reason or excuse for 
even the most lonely or the most humble 
person not making himself acquainted with the 
gems of literature, both British and foreign. 
Lord Provost Hunter referred to the grievance 
of the Burghs to double-rating for library 
purposes, and pointed out that in the City of 
Perth they were in the very unfair position of 
not receiving any return for that portion of the 
education rate which was levied for library 
purposes by the County Council. Concluding, 
the Lord Provost said that they were pleased 
to welcome the members of the library pro- 
fession to Perth, because of the very important 
part they played in the development of their 
country. The President, Mr. G. W. Shirley, 
Dumfries, replied on behalf of the Association, 
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TORTURE GARDEN 
by OCTAVE MIRBEAU 
“T would advise no one to dip into this book unless 
he is stout of heart and soul. For here is a thriller 
= a shocker that ph the — to creep and 
the spine to tingle. 'y anyone with any taste for 
the bizarre in literature to begin it and not finish it.” 
—C. H. Towne, New York American. 12/6 Net. 
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The Technical 
Press Ltd 


Publishers of Works in all Branches of 
Science—-Industry and Technology 


NEARLY READY 
PERCUSSION BI DRILLING RIGS AND TOOLS FOR SHALLOW 


By we enNtNGS, B.Sc., Assoc.M. Mech.E., M. 
Mar.E., M.Inst. Petroleum’ T Demy 
About 100 pp. Profusely Illustrated. About net 136 

FOR YACHTSMEN 

. Kwywopr, A.M.I.N.A., A.M.IL.ML.E. Demy 8vo. 
Coptonaly illustrated with Charts, Plans and 
About net 15/- 


NEW EDITIONS OF STANDARD WORKS 
IN PREPARATION 
CHEMISTRY 


A Handbook on the Chemistry of Laundry Materials and 
Methods. By A. Harvey, F.C.S. About net 5/- 
PLUMBING 


A Text-Book. With Chapters on House Drainage ; = 
and Domestic Hot Water Installations. 
Brake, M.R.S.I. About net 10/ 
HINTS AND HELPS 
By F. W. Brrrrex. Awarded Silver Meda! of the Worshipful 
Company of Turners, also Bronze Medal of the B.H 


About net 1/6 

MODERN WORKSHOP PRACTICE 
A Practical Text-Book for the use of Engineers, sqpagee. 
and Students in Technical Institutes. By Pum, 


M.1.Mech.E., M.I.Mar.E. net 161: 


REPRINTS JUST READY 
ENGINEERING WORKSHOP MANUAL 


E. 2/6 
FRENCH POLISHING AND ENAMELLING 

R. Brrueap 26 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

T. Trepcotp 5/- 


AUTHORITATIVE WORKS 
THE MODERN SOAP INDUSTRY 
Dr. Grorrrey MARTIN 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
Dr. Greorrrey MARTIN 
INWOOD’S TABLES OF INTEREST 
Str Wa. ScHOoLING 


CHEMISTRY 
K. 


MAN’S OWN LAWYER 
A BARRISTER 


SURVEYING 
J. Wurreraw 


MARINE, DIESEL ‘ENGINES 
. SoTHERN 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED 


MODERN SHOPFRONT CONSTRUCTION 
A full description 4 Peers from the Preliminary Survey 
to Completion. T. Perry. Copiously Illustrated. 
Detailed Folding Plans and Photographs of Selected Shop- 
fronts. Crown 8vo. Net 5)- 


GUMMED PAPER CRAFT 
A Handicraft Manual suitable for School Ad 
Workers. By P. I. Smrrn. Crown 8vo. IIlustrated. 
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The Annual Business Meeting was held 
immediately afterwards, the President occupy- 
ing the chair. The report of the scrutineers on 
the annual election of four councillors to hold 
office for three years was submitted, and the 
following members were declared to be elected : 
Mr. A. S. Webster, Chief Librarian, Dundee ; 
Mr. F. Kent, Deputy City Librarian, Glasgow ; 
Mr. C. A. Bradley, Librarian, Langside 
Library, Glasgow ; and Mr. R. D. Macleod, 
Editor Library Review, Coatbridge. In sub- 
mitting the annual report of the Council, the 
President directed attention to the various 
important matters dealt with by the Council 
during the year. He referred particularly to 
the progress made with the Memorandum on 
Legislation, and a special vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. A. Shearer, Honorary Legal 
Adviser, for his able assistance and guidance. 
The annual reports of the Council and the 
Auditors were adopted unanimously. The 
Council’s recommendation, that the rules and 
regulations affecting the date of election of 
office-bearers and councillors should be 
amended so as to synchronise the S.L.A. 
elections with those of the L.A., was, after 
discussion and division, approved. 


On Wednesday forenoon, the Association 
was welcomed by Mr. J. Ross Smyth, F.E.L.5S., 
Convener of the Books Committee of the 
Sandeman Public Library, Perth. In the course 
of his remarks, Mr. Ross Smyth dealt with the 

uestion of book selection. He agreed that the 
library should supply the reading needs of the 
citizens in the widest sense, but he was not 
prepared to go so far as to contend that they 
must provide any book for any reader. Here, 
he said, they touched the kernel of the value of 
the library profession to the community, and 
if they, as librarians, were to place themselves 
on the side of the forces that make for progress 
in other professions and with other protessions, 
they must exercise the judicial, moral and 
artistic function of seleétion. 


In his Presidential Address, Mr. Shirley 
said there was a task upon which he would like 
to see the professional members of the Associa- 
tion busily engaged. It was the collecting of 
every scrap of information about the libraries, 
past and — public and private, in the 
towns and villages through Scotland. It was 
while making such a collection in his own 
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distri, in which many interesting details had 
emerged, that the possibility of compiling a 
detailed history of the whole country was 
suggested to him, and he advocated that it 
should be published under the auspices of the 
Association. After dealing briefly with the 
history of library development, with particular 
reference to Dumfriesshire, Mr. Shirley stressed 
the importance of giving serious thought to 
modern methods of book distribution. He en- 
visaged a weekly house-to-house delivery by 
van, which would provide an intimate and 
effective service, mi would compare favour- 
ably in cost with the establishment of branch 
libraries in new suburbs and small towns. 


Mr. Lewis Spence, the well-known author 
and anthropologist, in the course of an address 
entitled “Adventures in Libraries,” described 
many of his interesting experiences and dis- 
coveries during his researches into the life and 
religions of ancient Mexico, and of the Maya 
of Central America and Yucatan. Mr. Lewis 
Spence concluded his address with an eloquent 
plea for the preservation of the Scottish language 
and literature. He appealed to the members of 
the Association to help to further the knowledge 
of the old Scottish texts, not only by the mere 
inclusion of them in their collections, but by 
taking greater pains to draw the attention of 
readers to them. 

The meeting agreed to accept the cordial 
invitation extended by Bailie Kirkland on 
behalf of the County Council of Ayrshire, to 
the Association to hold its next annual con- 
ference at Ayr. 

A resolution of thanks to the Town 
Council and the Sandeman Public Library 
Committee, for the hospitable welcome ac- 
corded to the Association, and to Mr. Robert 
Adam, Town Clerk, and Mr. R. A. Cochrane, 
Librarian, for the admirable arrangements 
made for the delegates, was unanimously 
passed. At the conclusion of the meeting the 
members were entertained to luncheon in the 
Station Hotel by the Town Council and the 
Committee of the Sandeman Public Library— 
Lord Provost Hunter presiding. During the 
afternoon, by the kind invitation of the Town 
Council, the members enjoyed a drive round 
Perth and district. 

A. B. Parerson, 
Hon. Sec. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD: their History, 


Administration and Public Services. By ARUNDELL ESDAILE, M.A., F.S.A., F.L.A., 
Secretary of the British Museum, Author of ‘“‘A Student’s Manual of Bibliography,” “A List 
of English Tales and Prose Romances printed before 1740,” etc., etc. Illustrated, demy 8vo, 
cloth. £1 Is. 0d. net. 


TYPE DESIGNS: reir History and Development. By A. F. JOHNSON, of 
the British Museum, Author of ‘‘ The First Century of Printing at Basle,’’ ‘“‘ French Sixteenth 
Century Typography,”’ “‘One Hundred Title Pages 1500 to 1800,” etc. Illustrated. Biblio- 
graphy. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii. 232. 10s. 6d. net. 


DEVICES OF THE EARLY PRINTERS: heir History and Develop- 


ment. Selected and Annotated by HUGH WILLIAM DAVIES, Author of “ Bernhard von 
Breydenbach, a Bibliography,’’ ‘‘ Catalogues of Early French and German Books in the Library 
of C. Fairfax Murray,’’ etc. Demy 8vo, cloth. With 250 facsimile reproductions and a Chapter 
on Portrait Figures of Printers. Price to Subscribers, 15s. 0d. net. 


PAINTING: 4 Guide to the Best Books with Special Reference to the Requirements 
of Public Libraries. A Thesis accepted for the Diploma of the Library Association. By ERIC 
RAYMOND McCOLVIN, Librarian, The Polytechnic, London. With an Introduction by G. H. 
PALMER, B.A., F.S.A. Demy 8vo, cloth. 10s. 6d. net. 


THE APPROACH TO LIBRARIANSHIP: a Guide to the 


Profession and to the Elementary Examination of The Library Association. By HENRY A. 
SHARP, F.L.A., Deputy Librarian, Croydon Public Libraries. With an Introduction by H. M. 


TOMLINSON. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 224. 7s. 6d. net. 
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West Midlands Meeting 


A Jom Mezetinc of the Birmingham and 
District Branch of the Library Association, and 
of the Association of Assistant Librarians, 
Midland Division, was held at Halesowen on 
Wednesday, May 16th, 1934. 

The afternoon session was devoted to a 
junior meeting under the chairmanship of Mr. 
C. Brown (Constitution Hill Library), and a 
thoughtful and well reasoned paper on “ The 
Relations of Staff and Borrowers ” was given 
by Mr. G. J]. Dolman (Acocks Greek Library). 
In it he urged the importance of the subje& in 
that the public’s estimate of the value and 
efficiency of a library was almost always the 
result of personal contact between Staff and 
borrowers. The value of personal qualifica- 
tions—the power of expression, per- 


sonality, and individuality was stressed by Mr. 
Dolman, and he showed the importance of the 
practical application of these qualifications both 
in dealing with the public and in carrying out 
everyday routines. The paper provided so 
much food for thought that the usual rapid 
discussion failed to materialise. A vote of 


thanks to Mr. Dolman for his paper was 
proposed by Mr. H. J. Chandler (Wolver- 
hampton) and seconded by Mr. H. Woodbine 
(Birmingham). 

Members were next welcomed by County 
Alderman J. B. Downing, Chairman of the 
Halesowen Urban Distriét Council, and Mr. 
Councillor W. Hodgetts, Chairman of the 
Public Libraries Committee, and afterwards 
entertained by them to tea. Mr. H. M. Cash- 
more, City Librarian, Birmingham, and Chair- 
man of the Joint Committee, responded to 
the welcome, and a vote of thanks for 
hospitality was proposed by Mr. Woodbine, 
seconded by Mr. G. F. Osborn (Birmingham), 
and supported by Mr. Alderman W. S. Lane, 
J.P. The vote was carried with applause. 

At the senior meeting in the evening Mr. 
H. M. Cashmore took the chair. Mr. C. M. 
Jackson proposed the following resolution, 
which was seconded by Mr. Woodbine : “That 
in the opinion of the meeting Question 2 in 
the Third Paper of Part III. of the Final 
Examination of May, 1934, demands knowledge 
outside the scope of the Syllabus for Advanced 
Administration. The meeting, therefore, asks 
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the Library Association Education Committee 
to instrué examiners to ignore this question 
when marking answers.” 

This resolution was carried. 

Mr. C. G. Smith, Librarian, Halesowen, 
then gave an interesting paper entitled “ Small 
Libraries—their problems and _ possibilities.” 
He said that little attempt had been made by 
the profession as a whole to face the problems 
which confronted backward library areas, a 
great number of which were to be found in 
places with populations of 40,000 and under. 
The service which such populations could 
afford was inadequate, and the systems were 
faced with the alternatives of, either borrowing 
from a larger system, or of surrendering their 
powers to the county. Using the book borrow- 
ing figures of the Small Municipal Libraries 
Manual, Mr. Smith showed the inadequacy of 
* such a scheme in the case of an area of 10,000 
population, while he saw in the surrender cf 

wers to the county no prospects of better 
service. The local authority had still to provide 
for the upkeep of the library, and in addition 
would, in effect, be paying its book money to 
the county for a service which it could have 
provided itself as an independent authority. 
Mr. Smith’s iconoclasm ‘Stretched to the 
Carnegie practice of bolstering up backward 
systems by money grants. In this he saw the 
possibility of strong reaction, and a return to 
torpidity as soon as the grants had expired. He 
thought Government inspection of libraries 
necessary, particularly in the case of small 
libraries. Turning to matters of practical 
importance, Mr. Smith discussed the organisa- 
tion of small libraries. He deplored the habit 
of slavishly following large libraries in the 
matter “awe and lay-out of departments. 
The Lending Library should have first con- 
sideration, the Junior Library next, and 
finally the Reading Room. Economic adminis- 
tration of the system was all important, if the 
public was to obtain good service. 

The discussion that followed centred 
chiefly round the question of Government 
inspection. To a delence of it made by Mr. 
Jackson, the Chairman of the Halesowen 
Public Libraries Committee said that he saw 
in it a great waste of public money which 
could be utilised for helping libraries to pro- 
vide something for the country. A warm vote 
of thanks was given to Mr. Smith for his 


paper. 
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North-Western Branch 
MEETING AT TODMORDEN. 


THe quarterly meeting of the North Western 
Branch of the Library Association was held at 
Todmorden on Thursday, June 22nd, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. J. Pomfret, F.L.A., 
Chief Librarian, Preston, the President of the 
branch. The members, of whom there were 
over 60 present, were accorded a civic welcome 
by the Mayor, Councillor }. Jackson, J.P., in 
the Town Hall. 

The papers read at the meeting were 
“ Recollections and Refleétions,” by Mr. 
Ernest Axon, F.S.A., of Buxton, and “ Co- 
operation,” by Mr. T. E. Headon, of Liverpool. 

Mr. Axon’s paper, retrospective and anec- 
dotal, was full of tai, satire, and “ tongue- 
in-the-cheek ” humour. He recalled his early 
days in the MancheSter libraries, when, as he 
said, the wages were small, the chances of 
promotion small, and the hours long. He 
sketched the history of library development in 
Manchester from his first years to the present 
time, and had much interesting comment and 
some little criticism to offer on the subjeé of 
the new Reference Library. Referring to the 
profession of librarianship, Mr. Axon said that 
more than one flowery orator had claimed that 
librarians were the “ high priests of literature.” 

In his paper on “ Library Co-operation,” 
Mr. Headon spoke of the growth of the 
regional schemes, discussed methods of co- 
operating with local education authorities, and 
made a plea for more commercial libraries. 
The whole trend of present-day affairs, he said, 
was towards amalgamation. “ We are moving 
slowly, but none the less surely, towards a 
union system of libraries throughout the 
country. That this is so is shown by the 
inception and growth of regional services in 
recent years, Starting with the Northern 
regional scheme, the latest recruit being the 
North-West regional scheme, with head- 
quarters at Manchester.” Now, for better or 
worse, regional libraries were an eStablished 
faét, the Carnegie fairy godmothers having 
shown their approval of the idea in their usual 
practical manner. 

Following the conference, the members 
were entertained to tea, and a vote of thanks to 
the Mayor and Corporation was moved by Mr. 

. H. Swann, Manche$ter, Councillor Jackson 


tiefly responding. 
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